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TO IHE 


Right Honourable 


1. 9 


Lord MAITLAND. 


My Lord , 


wy, the World is grown 
fo Ntce and Critical up- 
on Dedications ., and will 
Needs be Judging the Book , 
by the Wit of the Patron ; we 
ought, with a great deal of 
Circumſpetion, to chaſe a Per- 
fon againſt whom there can be 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
no Exception ; and whoſe Wit, 
gnd Worth, trul J Merits all that 
one is capable of ſaying upon 


that Occaſion. 


The moſt part of Dedications 


are charg d with Flattery ; and 


if the World knows a Man has 


ſome Vices, they will not allow 


one to ſpeak of his Virtues. 
This, my Lord, is for want of 
thinking Rightly ; if Men wou f 
conſider with Reaſon, they wou d 
have another ſort of Opinion , 
and Eſteem of Dedications ; and 
wou d believe almoſt every Great 
Man has enough to make him 
Worthy of all that can be ſaid 
of him there, My Lord, a 
Pikure-drawer, when he intends 
to make a good Pifture, eſſays 
the Face many Ways, and in 
many 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


many Lights, before he begins, 
that he may chuſe ,- from. the 
ſeveral turns of it , which 3s 
moſt Agreeable , and gives 'it 
the beſt Grace; and if there 
be a Scar , an ungrateful Mole, 
or any little Defedt, they leave 
it out ; and yet make the Pi- 
ure extreamly like : But be 
who has the good Fortune to 
draw a Face that is exadlly 
Charming in all its Parts and 
Features, what Colours or Apree- 
ments-can be added to make 
it Finer ? All that he can give 
is but its due; and Glories in 
a Piece whoſe Original alone 
gives it its Perfection. An ill 
Hand may diminiſh, but a good * 
Hand cannot augment its Beau- 
ty, A Poet 1s a Fainter in his 
A 4 way : 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
way ; he draws to the Life, 
but in another kind ; we draw 
the Nobler part, the Soul and 
Mind , the Piftures of the Pen 


hall out- laſt thoſe of the Pen- 


cal, and even Worlds them- 
'Tis a ſhort Chronicle 
of thoſe Lives that poſſibly 
wou d be forgotten by other Hi- 


florians, or lye neglefied there, 
| however deſerving an immor- 


tal Fame ; for Men of eminent 
Parts are as Exemplary as even 
Monarchs themſelves , and Vir- 
tue is a moble Leſſon to be 


. kearnd, and tis by C ompariſon 


we can Judge and Chuſe. T is 
by ſuch illuſtrious Preſidents, as 


your Lordſhip, the World - 


be Better d and Refin'd ; when 
q great part of the lazy Nobi- 


lity 


—_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


lity ſhall, with Shame , behold 
the admirable Accompliſhments 


of a Man ſo Great, and ſo .. 


Toung. 

Your Lordſhip has Read in- 
numerable Volumes of Men , 
and Books ; not Vainly for the 
guſt of Novelty, but Iſnowledge, 
excellent Knowledge : Like the 
induſtrious Bee, from every 
Flower you return Laden with 
the precious Dew, which you 
are ſare to turn to the Pub- 
lick Good. Tou hoard no one 
Perfetion, but lay it all out 
inthe Glorious Service of your 
Religion and Country ; to both 
which you are a uſeful and 
neceſſary Honour : They both 
want ſuch Supporters 3 and tis 
only Men of jo elevated Parts, 

| and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and fine Knowledge ; ſuch no- 
ble Principles of Loyalty and 
Religion this Nation Sighs 
for. Where ſhall we find a 
Man fo Young, like St. Au- 
guſtine, in.the midſt of all 
' his Touth and Gatety, Teach- 

ing the World divine Precepts, 
true Notions of Faith, and Ex- 
cellent Morality, and, at the 
ſame time , be alſo a perfet 
Pattern of ail that accompliſh 
a Great Man ? You have, my 
Lord, all that refin d Wit that 
Charms, and the Aﬀability 
that Obliges ; a Generoſity that 
gives a Luſire to your Nobi- 
lity , that. Hoſpitality, and 
Greatneſs of Mind , that in- 
gages the World; and that 


admirable Conduct, that fo 
£4 well 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorv. 


well Inſtrudts it. Our Nation 
ought to regret and bemoan 
their Misfortunes , for not be- 
ins able to claim the Honour 


of the - Birth of a Man who is 
ſo fit to ſerve his Majeſty , 
and his Kingdoms, in all Great 
and Publick Aﬀairs : And ta 
the Glory of your Nation be 
it ſpoken , it produces more 
conſiderable Men, for all fine 
Sence, Wit, Wiſdom, Breeding, 
and Generoſity ( for the gene- 
rality of the Nobility ) than 
all other Nations can Loaſl : 
and the Fruitfulneſs of your 
Virtues ſufficiently mahe amends 
for rhe Barrenneſs of your Sotl : 
Which however cannot be in- 
commode to your Lordihip ; 
fince your Quality, and the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Veneration that the Commonal- 
. ty naturally pay their Lords , 
creates a flowing Plenty there--- 
that makes you Happy. And 
to compleat your Happineſs , 
my Lord, Heaven has bleſt 
you with a Lady, to whom it 
has given all the Graces, Beau- 
ties, and Virtues of her Sex ; 
all the Youth , Sweetneſs of 
Nature ; of a moſt illuſtrious 
Family . and who is a moſt 
rare Example to all Wives of 
Cuality, for her eminent Piety, 
Eaſineſs, and Condeſcention 
and as abſolutely merits Re- 
ſpe from all the World, as 
jhe does that Paſſion and Re- 
fignation ſhe receives from your 


Lordſhip and which is, on 


-:(f ner part with fa much T en- 


der- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
derneſs return'd. Methinks your 
tranquil Lives are an Image 
of the new Made and Beau- 
tiful Pair in Paradiſe : And 
tis the Prayers and Wiſhes of 
all, who have the Honour to 
know you, that it may Eter- 
nally ſo continue , with Addi- 
tions of all the Bleſſings this 
World can give you. 


My Lord, the Obligations 1 
have to ſome of the Great 
Men of your Nation, parti- 
cularly to your Lordſhip, gives 
me an Ambition of making 
my Acknowledgments, by all 
the Opportunities I can; and 
ſach humble Fruits, as my In- 
duſtry produces, I lay at your 
Lordſhips Feet. This is a 


IYUEC 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
true Story, of a Man Gallant 
enough io merit your Prote- 
Aion ; and, had he always 
been ſo Fortunate, he had not 
made ſo Inglorious an end : 
The Royal Slave I had the 
Honour to know in my Tra- 
vels to the other World; and 
though I had none above me 
in that Country, yet I wanted 
power to preſerve this Great 
Man. If there be any thing 
that ſeems Romantick, I be- 
feech your Lordſhip to conſi- 
der, theſe Countries do, in all 
things, ſo far differ from ours, 
that they produce unconceiva- 
ble Wonders ; at leaſt, they ap- 
pear ſo to us, becauſe New and 
Strange. VVhat I have men- 
tion d I have taken-care ſhou'd 

be 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

be Truth, let the Critical Rea- 
der judge as be pleaſes. *Twill 
be no Commendation to the 
Book, to aſſure your Lordſhip 
I writ it in a few Hours, 
though it may ſerve to Excuſe 
ſome of its Faults of Connexion ; 


for I never refled my Pen a —_ 
Moment for Thought : Tis 


purely. the Merit of my Slave 
that muſt render it worthy of 
the Honour it begs and the 


Author of that of Subſcribing 
herſelf, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſ{hip's moſt oblig'd 


and obedient Servant, 


A. BEHN. 
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Royal Slave. 


Do not pretend, in giving you 
the Hiſtory of this Royal Slave, 
to Entertain my Reader with 
the. Adventures of a feign'd Hero, 
whole Life and Fortunes Fancy 
may manage at the Poers Plea» 
{fure; nor in relating the Truth, 
deſign to adorn it with any Acci- 
dents, bur ſich as arrivd in ears 
neſt ro him : And it ſhall come 
B {imply 
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ſimply into the World , recom- 


mended by its own proper Me- 


rits, and natural Intrigues ; there 
being enough of Reality to ſup- 
Port it, and to render it diverting, 
without the Addicion of Inven- 
£10n, 

| was my ſelt an Eye-Witneſs, 
10 2 9reat oa of what you will 
fnd here ſet down ; : and what I 
cou'd not be Witnels of, I receiv'd 


from the Mouth of the chief Actor 


in this Hiſtory, the Hero himſelf, 
who gave us the whole Tran{- 
actions of his Youth ; and though 
[ ſhall omit, for Brevity's ſake, a 
thouſand little Accidents of his 
Life, which, however pleaſant to 
us, where Hiſtory was fcarce, and 
Adventures very rare ; yer might 
prove tedious and heavy to my 
Reader, in a World where he 
hnds Diverſions for every Minnte, 

: new 


E. > 


new and ſtrange : But we who 
were perfectly charmd with the 
Character of this great Man, were 
Curious to gather every Circum- 
ſtance of his Life. 

The Scene of the laſt part ot 
his Adventures lies in a Colony 
in America, called Surmam, in the 
Weſt «Ind es, 

Bur before I give you the Story 
of this Gallant Slave, tis fit T tell 
you the manner of bringing them 
' to theſe new Colomes; for thoſe 
they make ule of there, are not 
Natives of the. place ; for thoſe we 
live wich in perte& Amity, with- 
our daring co command 'em ; bur 
on the contrary, careſs 'em with 
all che brocherly and friendly At- 
tection 1 in the World ; trading $5 
em for cheir Fiſh, Venilon, Buth- 
los, Skins, and lade Ran: as 


Marmoſets, a fort of Hankey as 
B 2 big 
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big as a Rat or Weeſlel, but of a 


has Face and Hands like an Hu-_ 
mane Creature : and ( ouſheries, 
4 little Beaſt in "i form and fa- 
fhion of a Lion, as big as a Kit- 
ren ; bur ſo exactly made in all 
parts like that noble Beaſt, thar ir, 
IS 1t 10 AMimature, Then for little 
Parakeetoes, great Parrots, CMAuc- 
kaws, My 2 thonſand ch Birds 
and Beaſts of wonderful and furs 
prizing Forms, Shapes, and Co- 
tours. For Skins oft prodigious 
Snakes, of which there are {ome 
threeſcore Yards 1n length ; as is 


the Skin of one that may bs een at | 
His Majeſty s Antiquaries: Where 


are allo {ome rare Flies, of ama- 


Zing Forms 2nd Ovleurs, preſen- 


red to 'em by my ſelf; ſome as big 


as my Filt, fome Ty - and all + 


various Excellencies, fuch as Art 
CANnoc 


(28) 


cannot imitate. Then wetrade 

for Feathers, which they order in- 

to all Shapes, make themſelves 
little ſhort Habits of em, and glo- 
rious Wreaths for their Heads , 
Necks, Arms and Legs, whole 
TinRures are unconceivable. 1 
had a Set of theſe preſented ro 
me, and I gave 'em to the King's 
Theatre, and it was the Dreſs of 

the Indian Queen, infinitely admir'd 

by Perſons of Quality ; and were 
unimitable. _ Beſides theſe, a thou- 
fand little Knacks, and Rarities in 
Nature, and ſome of Art ; as their 

'  Baskets, Weapons;. Aprons, Cc. 
We.dealt with 'em with Beads of all 
Colours, Knives, Axes, Pins and 
Needles ; which they us'd only as 
Tools to drill Holes with in their 
Ears, Noles and Lips, where 
they hang a great 'many little 
things ; as long Beads, bits of. Tin, 
B 3 Braſs, 


(6) 
Btaſs, or Silver, beat thin; and 
any ſhining Tritncker. The Beads 
they weave jnto Aprons about a 
quarter of an Ell long, and of the 
{ame breadth ; working them ve- 
ry prettily in Flowers of ſeveral 
Colours of Beads ; which Apron 
they wear juſt betore 'em, as A- 
dam and Eve did the Fip*leaves ; 
the Men wearing a long Stripe of 
Linen, which they deal with us 
for. They thread theſe Beads al- 
fo on lons Cotton-threads, and 
make Girdles to tie their Aprons 
ro, which come twenty times, or 
more, about the Waſte; and then 
crols, like a Shoulder-belr, borh 
ways, and round their Necks, 
Arms and Legs. This Adorn- 
ment, with their long black Hair, 
and the Face paiared 1n lirtle 
Specks or Flowers here and chere, 
Fakes 'em a wonderful Figure ro 


behold, 


C29 


behold. Some of the Beauties 
which indeed are finely ſhapd, as 
almoſt all are, and who have prer- 
ty Features , are very charming 
and novel ; for they have all char 
is called Beauty, except the Co- 
lour, which is a reddiſh Yellow ; 
or after a new Oiling, which they 
often uſe to themſelves, they are of 
the colour of a new Brick, but 
{mooth, ſoft and ſleek. They are 
extream modeſt and baſhful, very 
ſhy, and nice of being rouch'd, 

And though they are al thus na- 
ked, it one lives for ever among 
em, there is nor to be ſeen an in- 
decent Action, or Glance; and 
being continually usd to ſee one 
another ſo unadorn'd, ſo like our 
frſt Parents before che Fall, is 
ſeems as if they had no Wiſhes; 
there being nothing to heighten 
Curioſity, bur all you can ſee, you 
B 4 ice 
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ſee at once, and every Moment 
ſee ; and where there is no. No- 
velty, there can be no Curioſicy. 
Nor but I have ſeen a handſom 
young Tndian, dying for Love of a 
very beautiful young Indian Maid ; 
bur all his Courtſhip was, to fold 
his Arms, purſue her with his Eyes, 
and Sighs were all his Language : 
While ſhe, as 1t no ſuch Lover 
were preſent ; - Of rather, as if ſhe 
delired none fuch, carefully ouar- 
ded her Eyes from beholding him ; 
and never ps d him, but he 
look'd down with all the bluſhing 
Modeſty [ have ſeen. in the molt 
ſevere and cautious of our. World, 
And thele People reprelented to 
me 2n ablolure Ideas of the firit 
State of Innocence, before Man 
Knew how to fin : And 'tis moſt 
evident and plain, that {1yple Na- 
rure i5 the. moſt harmlels, inoftens 
| five 


(9) 
five and vertuous Miſtreſs. Tis 
ſhe alone, if ſhe were permitted, 
that better inſtructs the World, 
than all the Inventions of Man: 
Religion won'd here but deſtroy. 
that TT ranquillity, they poſleſs by ' 
Ignorance ; and Laws woud bur 
reach 'em..to know Offence, of 
which now they have no Notion. 
They once made Mourning and. 
Faſting for the Death of the Engliſh 
Governor, who had given his 
Hand to come on ſuch a Day 
tro 'em, and neither came, nor 
{ent ; believing , When once a 
Man's Word-was paſt, nothing bur 
Death coud or {hou d prevent his 
keeping it ; And when they ſaw 
he was not dead, they askd him, 
what Name they had for a Man 
who promis'd a thing he did not 
dg #; the Covered rold them, 
Such a man was a Lyar, Ms 1.92 

Fas was 
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4s a Word of Intamy co a Gentle- 
man. Then one of *em reply'd, 
Governor, you are a Lyar, and oily 
of that Infamy. They have a Na- 
tive Juſtice, which knows no 
Fraud ; and they underſtand no 
Vice, or Cunning, but when they 
are taught by the White Men. 
"They have Pluralicy of Wives , 

which, 'when they grow old, they 
ſerve thoſe thar ſacceed * em, 'who 
are young ; bur with a Servitude 
ealje and reſpe&ted ; and unleſs 
they take Sas; in War, they have 


NO 4 Attendants. 
Thole on that Continent where I 


was, had no King ; bur the oldeſt 
War-Captain was obey d with 


great Reſignation. 
A War-Caprain is, a Man who 


has lead them on to Battel with 
Conduct, and Snccels ; of whom 


is 
\| I thall have Bocafion to ſpeak 
more 


(11) 


mote hereafter, and of ſome other 
of their Cuſtoms and Manners, as 
they fall in my way. 

Wich theſe People, as I ſaid, 
we live 1n perte&t Tranquillity, 
and good Underſtanding, as it be- 
booves us to do; they Knowing 
all the places where to ſeek the 
belt Food of the Country, and 
the Means of getting it ; and for 
very ſmall and unvaluable Trifles, 
| ſupply us with what *tis impoſſible 
for us ro get ; for they do nor one 
ly ih the Wood, and over the Se- 
yanas, in Hunting, ſupply the 
parts of Hounds, by lwittly ſcou- 
ring through thole almoſt impaſfla- 
ble places ; and by the meer A&i- 
vity of their Feer, run down the 
nimbleſt Decr, and other eatable 
Beaſts : Bur in the water, one 
wou d think they were Gods % the 
Rivers, or Fellow-Cirizens of the 

Deep ; 
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Deep ; ſo rare an Art they have 
in Swimming, Diving, and ard 
Living in I acer : ; by which 
they command the leſs ſwift Inha- 
bitants of the Floods. And then 
tor Shooting ; what they cannot 
take, or reach with their Hands, 


they do with Arrows; and vc 


{o PRs: © an Aim, that they 
will fplit almoſt an Hair; and at 

diſtance that an Arrow. can 
reach, they. will ſhoot down Q- 
ranges, and other Fruit, and only 
touch the Stalk with che Darts 


Points, that they may not hurt 


the Fruit. So that they being, on 


all Occaſions, very uſeful ro us, 
we find it abſolutely neceſſary to 
careſs *em as Friends, and not to 
treat *em as Slaves ; nor dare we 
do other, their Numbers o far ſar- 
paſhng ours in that Continent. 


* 


Thoſe 


\ 132 
Thoſe then whom we make 
vie of ro work in our Plantations of 
Sugar, are Negros, Black-Slaves al- 
rogether ; which are tranſported 
chither in this manner. 
| Thoſe who want Slaves, make 
2 Bargain with a Maſter, or Ca- 
Prain 'of a Ship, and contract to 
pay him ſo much a-piece, a mat- 
ter of twenty Pound a Head for 
as many as he agrees for, and to 
pay for em when they ſhall be de- 
liver'd on ſuch a Plantation : So 
that when there arrives a Ship la- 
den with Slaves, they who have 
lo contracted, go a-board, and 
receive their Number by Lot; 
and perhaps in one Lot that may 
be for ten, there may happen to 
be three or four Men ; the reſt, 
Women and Children : Or be. 
there more or leſs of either Sex, 


you are oblig'd to be contented 
with your Lot. Cora- 
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Coramantien, a Country of Blacks 
ſo called, was one of thoſe places 
in which they found the molt ad- 
vantageous Trading for theſe 
Slaves; and "227g moſt of our 
great Traders in that Merchan- 
dice trafſhckd ; for that Nation is 
very war-like and brave ; and ha- 
ving a continual Campaign, being 
always in Hoſtility wich one 
neighbouring Prince or other, they 
had the fortune to take a great ma- 
ny Caprives ; for all they took in 
Barrel, were fold as Slaves ; ar 
leaſt, thoſe common Men who 
con'd not ranſom themſelves. Of 


- theſe Slaves fo taken, the General 


only has all the profit ; ; and of 
theſe Generals, our Caprains and 
Maſters of Ships buy all their 
Freights. 

The King-of (oramantien was” 


himſclf a Man of a Hundred and 
odd 


TC. 3. 
odd Years old, and had no Son, 
cthongh he had many beauriful 
Black-Wives ; for moſt certainly, 
there are Beauties that can charm 
of that Colour. In his younger 
Years he had had many gallant 
Mento his Sons, thirteen of which 
died in Barrel, conquering when 
they tell ; and he had only left 
him for his Succeſſor, one Grand- 
Child, Son to one of theſe dead 
Victors ; who, as ſoon as he cou d 
bear a Bow in his Hand, and a 
Quiver at his Back, was ſent into 
the Field, to be trained up by one 
of the oldeſt Generals, ro War ; 
where, from his natural Inclina- 
tion to Arms, and the Occaſions 
given him, with the good Con- 
duct of the old General, he bes 
came, at the Age of Seventeen, 
one of the moſt expert Caprains, 
and braveſt Soldiers, that eyer ſaw 
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the Field of Mars: So that he 
was adord as the Wonder of all 


that World, and the Darling of 


the Soldiers. Beſides, he "1%, 24- 
dornd with a native Beauty fo 
cranſcending all taole of 'his gloo- 
my Race, chat he ſtrook an Awe 
and Reverence, even in thole that 
knew, not his Quality ; as he did 
in me, who beheld him with Sur- 
prize and Wonder, when after- 
wards he arrivd in our World. 

He had ſcarce arriv'd at his Se- 
venteenth Year, when fighting by 
his Side, the General was kill'd 
with an Atrany ; in his Eye, which 


the Prince Oroonoxo (tor fo was this ' 
gallant Moor call d)) very narrowly 
avoided ; nor had he, if the Gene- 

ral, who law the Arrow thor, and 
- perceiving it aim'd ar the Prince, 

had not bow d his Head between, 
on purpoſe tO recelve it 11 his own 


Body, 


oo OR... FE. © Ya 
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Body rather than ic ſhoud touch 
that of the Prince, and lo ſaved 
him. 

'T'was then, afflicted as Oroonoko 
was, that he was proclaim d Ge- 
neral in the old Mans place; and 
then it was, at the finiſhing of 
that War, which had continu d 
for two Years, that the Prince 
came to Court ; where he had 
hardly been a Month together, 
from the rime of his fifth Year, to 
. that of Seventeen ; and twas ama- 
{ Zing to Imagine where ic was he 
 Jearnd fo much Humanity ; or, to 
give his Accornpliſhinents a juſter 
| Name, where twas he got that 
real Greatnels of Soul, thoſe re- 
fn d Notions of true Honour, that 
ablolute Generolty, and char Sotr- 
neſs that was capable of the high- 
elt Paſitons of Love and Gallan- 
try, whole Objects were almoſt 

C CON- 
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continually fighting Men, or thoſe 
mang[ld, or dead; who heard no 
Sounds, bur thole of War and 
Groans : Some part of it we may 
attribute to the Care of a Frenchs 
Manoft Wit and Learning;who fin- 
ding it turn to very good Account 
to be 2 {ortof Royal Turor to this 
young, Black, & perceiving him ve- 
ry ready, apt, and quick of Appre- 
henf10n, . took a great pleaſure to 
reach him Morals, Language and 
Science :; and was : Mag ir extreamly 
belov d and valud by him. Ano 
\ ther Reaſon was, He lov'd, when 
he came from War, to tee all the 
Enzliſþ Gentlemen that traded thi- 
ther; and d1d not only learn their 
Language, but that of the Spas 
mards allo, with whom he tra- 
ded atterwards for Slaves. 

[ have often ſeen and convers'd 
with this orear Man, and been a 


Witneſs 


Er. 


Witneſs ro many of his mighty 
Actions ; and do aflure my Rea- 
der, the moſt Illuftrious Courts 
cou d not have produc'd a braver 
Man, boch for Greatneſs of Cou- 
rage and Mind, a Judgment more 
folid, a Wit more quick, and a 
Convertation more {weer and d1- 
verting. He knew almolt as much 
as if he had read much : He had 
heard of, and admird the Romans ; 
he had heard of the late Civil 
Wars in England, and the deplo- 
rable Death of our great Monarch ; 
and wou'd-dilcourle of it with all 
the Senle, and Abhorrence of the 
Injuſtice imaginable. He had an 
extream good and graceful Mien, 
and all che Civility of a well- bed 
areat Man. He had nothing of 
Barbarity in his Nature, but in all 
Points addreſs d Liar as if his 
Education had been in ſome Euro- 


pean Court. C2 =<-Ihis 


- WF © ah < AAP NYT. Leo! — 
- - . 2 UE <IE Co a. Oo oy bs. COD \nd4t C %.4O LO % ku < ns i _ WE. = 214 » 
. % OT; 6s < ve (Is La F " "a "on ws as wll EIS. So. SS "RR 


te) 

This great and juſt Character 
of Oroonoko gave me an extream 
Curiofity to lee him, eſpecially 
when I knew he {poke French and 
Engliſh, and that I cou'd talk with 
him. But though | had heard ſo 
much of him, I was as greatly furs 


_ prizd when 1 ſaw him, as1it I had 


heard nothing of him ; fo beyond 
all Report found him. Hecame 
into the Room, and addreſs d 
himſelf ro me, and ſome other 
Women, with the beſt Grace in 
the World. He was pretty tall, 
bur of a Shape the moſt exact thar 
can be fanly'd : The moſt famous 
Statuary con'd not form the Fi-_ 
oure of a Man more admirably 
rurn'd from Head to Foor. His 
Face was not of that brown, ruſty 
Black which moſt of that Nation 
are, but a perfect Ebony, or po- 
I:fh'd Jett. His Eyes were the moſt 

awiul 


.þ 
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awful that cou'd be ſeen, and very. 


piercing ; the White of em being 
like Snow, as were his Leeth. His 
Noſe was riſing and Reman, inſtead 
of African and flat. His Mouth, 
the fineſt ſhapd that coud be 
ſeen; far from thoſe great turnd 
Lips, which are ſo natural to the 
reſt of the Negroes. The whole 
Proportion and Air of his Face 
was ſo noble, and exactly formd, 
that, bating his Colour, there 
coud be nothing in Nature more 
beautiful , agreeable and hand- 
ſome. There was no one Grace 
wanting, that bears the Standard 
of true Beauty : His Hair came 


down to his Shoulders, by the Aids 


| of Art; which was, by pulling it 
| out with a Quill, and keeping it 


combd ; of which he took par- 
ticular Care. Nor did the Perfe- 


| ftions of his Mind come ſhort of 
C 3 thoſe. 
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thoſe of his Perſon ; for his Diſ- 


courſe was 2dmirable upon almoſt 


any Subje&t ; and who-ever had 
heard him ſpeak, wou'd have been 


convincd of their Errors, that all 


| fine Wit is confind to the White 
Men, eſpecially to thoſe of Chri- 


fi "FT 0K and wou'd haveconfels'd 


that Oroonoko was as capable even 
of reigning well, and of gover- 
ning as wilely, had as great a Soul, 
as poltyck Maxims, and was as 
{entible of Power as any Prince 
civittz d in the moſt refhnd Schools 
of Humaniry and Learning, Or 
the moſt [llnſtrious Courts. 

T his Prince, ſuch as I have de- 
{crib d him, hide Soul and Bo- 
dy were 10 admirably adorn d,was | 
(while yer he was 11 the Court ol 
hs Grand( iather) as | ſaid, as capa- 
ble of Love, as twas >oſib! e for a 
brave and gallant Man to be; 

and 


"I 


O—_ 
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and in ſaying that, I have nam'd 
the higheit Degree of Love ; for 
ſure, great Souls are moſt capable 
of that Paſſion. 

I have already ſaid, the old 
General was kill'd by the ſhot of 
an Arrow , by the Side of this 
Prince, in Battel ; and thar Orop- 
noko was made General. This old 
dead Hero had one only Daughter 
left of his Race; a Beauty that, 
to deſcribe her truly, one need ſay 
only, ſhe was Female to the noble 
Male ; the beautiful black Venus, 
to our young Mars ; as charming 
in her Perſon as he and of deli- 
cate Vertues. I have ſeen an hun- 
dred White Men {1ghing atter her, 
and making a thouſand Vows art 
her Feet, all Vain, and unluccels- 
{ul : And {he was, indeed, too 
great for any, but a Prince of her 


own Nation to adore. 
C4 Oraonoka 
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Oroconoko coming from the Wars, 
(which were now ended) after he 


| had made his Court to his Grand- 


father, he thought in Honour he 
ought to make a Vilit to Imomda, 
the Daughter of his Foſter- father, 
the dead General ; and to nb 
{ſome Excules to her, becauſe his 


Preſervation was the Occaſion of 
| her Fathers Death ; and to pres 


{ent her with choſe Slaves that had 
been taken in this laſt Batrel, as 
the Trophies ot her Father's Vi 
tories. When he came, attended 
by all che voung Soldiers of any 
Merit, he was infinitely ſurpriz'd 
at the Beauty of this fair Queen of 
Night, whole Face and Perſon 
was lo exceeding all he had ever 
beheld, that lovely Modeſty with 
which {he receivd him , thar 
Softnels in her Look, and Sighs, 
upon the melancholy Occaſ jon of 
this 


(25) 


this Honour that was done by ſo 
great a Man as Oroonoko, and a 
Prince of whom ſhe had heard 
ſuch admirable chings ; the Awe 
fulneſs wherewicth ſhe receivd 
him, and the Sweetnels of her 
Words and Behaviour wlule he 
ſtay'd, gaind a perfe&t Conqueſt 
over his fierce Heart, and made 
him feel, the Victor cou'd be ſub- 
du'd. So thar having made his 
rſt Complements, and preſented 
her an hundred and fifty Slaves in 
Ferters, he told her with his Eyes, 
that he was not inſenſible of her 
Charms; while Imoinda, who 
with d tor nothing more than fo 
glorious a Conqueſt, was pleas d 
to believe, ſhe underſtood that fi- 
lenr Language of new-born Love; 
and from that Moment, put on 


all her Additions to Beauty. 
The 


(26) 


The Prince return d to Court 


with quite another Humour than 


before ; and though he did not 
ſpeak much of the fair Imomda, he 
had the pleaſure to hear all his Fol- 
lowers {peak of nothing but the 
Charms of that Maid ; inſomuch 
that, even in the Preſence of the 
old King, they were extolling her, 
and hemhond o; if poſſible, the 
Beauties they had found in her : 
So that nothing elle was talk'd of, 
no other Sound was heard in eve- 
ry Corner where there were Whi- 
{perers, but Imomda ! Imomda ! 
Twill be imagia'd Oroonoks 
ſtay'd not long betore he made his 
ſecond Viſt; nor, conſidering his 


Quality, not much longer before 


he told her, he ador'd her. I have 


often heard him ſay, that he ad- 


mir'd by what ſtrange Inſpiration 
he came to talk things ſo ſofr, and 
ſo 
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io paſſionate, who never knew 
Love, nor was usd to the Con» 
verſation of Women ; bur (to uſe 
his own Words) he ſaid, Moſt 
happily, ſome new, and till then 
unknown Power inſtruted his 
Heart and Tongue in the Lan- 
guage of Love, and at the ſame 
time, in favour of him, inſpird 
Imoinda with a Senſe of his Paſſion. 
She was touch d with what he 
ſaid, and returnd it all in ſuch 
Anſi wers as went to his very Heart, 
with a Pleaſure unknown before : 
Nor did he uſe thole Obligations 
ill, that Love had done Ws but 
wen'd all his happy Moments to 
the beſt advantage ; and as he 
knew no Vice, his Fine aim d at 
nothing but Honour, if ſuch a dis 
ſtin&tion may be made in Love;and 
eſpecially in that Country, where 
Men take to themlelves as ngany 
as 
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as they can maintain ; and where 
the only Crime and Sin with Wo- 
man 1s, to turn her oft, to abans 
don her to Want, Shame and Mi- 
ſery : Such 111 Morals are only 
practisd in ChriStian-Countries , 
where they prefer the bare Name 
of Religion ; and, without Ver- 
rue or Morality, think that's ſufh- 
cient. But Oroonoko was none of 
thoſe Profeſſors ; but as he had 
right Notions of Honour, 'ſlo he | 
made her ſuch Propoſitions as were | 
not only and barely ſuch ; but, | 
contrary to the Cuſtom of his | 
Country, he made her Vows, ſhe | 
ſhou'd be the only weman he 
woud poſleſs while he liv'd ; tnat 
no Age or Wrinkles ſhoud incline 
him to change, for her Soul wou d 
be always fine, and always young ; 
and he {houd have an eternal Jdea 


in hys Mind of the Charms ſhe now 


bore, 
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bore, and ſhou'd look into his 
Mearc tor that Idea, when he cou d 
find it ho longer in her Face. 
After a thouſand Aſſurances of 
his laſting Flame, and her eternal 
Empire over him, {he condelcen- 
ded to receive him for her Huf- 
band ; or rather, receiv'd him, as 
the greateſt Honour the Gods 


cou d do her. 


There 1s a certain Ceremony 
in theſe Caſes ro be obſervd, 
which I forgot to ask& him how 
performd ; but twas concluded 
on both 11des, chat, in Obedience 
ro him, the Grand-father was-to 
be firſt made acquainted with the 
Deſign : tor they pay a molt abſo- 
lute Reſignation to the Monarch, 
hecally when he is a Parent 


allo. 
On the other fide, the old King, 


who had many Wives, and many 


Cones 
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30) 
Concubines, wanted not Court- 
Flatcerers to in{inuate in his Heart 
a thouſand tender Thoughts for 
this young Beauty ; and who re- 
preſented her to his Fancy, as the 
molt charming he had ever 
poſſeſs'd in all the long Race of 
his numerous Years. Ar this Cha- 
racer his old Heart, like an ex- 
tinguiſhd Brand, molt apr to cake 
Fire, fel: new Sparks of Love, and 
began to kindle; and now grown 
to his ſecond Childhood, long d 
with Impatience ro behold this 
pay thing, with whom, alas! he 
cou d bur innocently play. Bur 
how he ſhou'a be confirm d ſhe 
was this Wonder, before he us d his 
Power to call her to Court (where 
Maidens never came, unleſs for 
the King's private Ule ) he was 


'next to conlider; and while he 


was lo doing, he had Intelligence 
brought 
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brought him, that Imomda was 
moit certainly Miſtreſs to the Prince 
| Oroonoko. "I his gave him fome 
Shagrien ; however, it gave him 
allo an Opportunity, one Day, 
when the Prince was a-hunting, 
tO wait on a Man of Quality, as 
his Slave and Attendant, who 
ſhou'd go and make a Prelent to 
Imomaa, as from the Prince ; he 
ſhoud then, unknown, ſee this 
tair Maid, and have an Opportu- 
nity to hear what Meſlage ſhe 
woud return the Prince 4 his 
Preſent ; and from thence gather 


the "Os ot her Heart, and degree - 


of her Inclination. This was put in 
Execution, and the old Monarch 
faw, and burnt : Hefound her all 
he had heard, and wou'd not de- 
lay his Happineſs, but found he 
ſhou'd have fome Obſtacle to 


overcome her Heact ; for ſhe exe 


preſs d 


. 
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preſs'd her Senle of the Prefent the 
Prince had ſent her, in terms -fo 
{weer, ſo ſoft and pretty, with 
an Air of Love and ]oy that coud 


not be diflembl'd ; inlomuch thar 


twas paſt doubt whether ſhe lov d 
Oroonoko. entirely. This gave the 
old King ſome Afﬀiction ; bur he 
falv'd ic with this, that the Obe- 
dience the People pay their King, 
was nor at all inferior to what 
they pay d their Gods : And what 
Love woud not oblige Tnomda to 
do, Duty wou'd compel her to. 
He was therefore no ſooner got 


- to his Apartment, but he ſent the 
| Royal Veil to Imomada ; taar 1s, the 


Ceremony of Invitarion ; he ſends 
the Lady,he has a Mind to honour 
with his Bed, a Veil, with which 
ſhe is coverd, and fecurd for the 
Kings Uſe; and tis Death ro dil- 
obey ; beſides, held a moſt im- 
pious Diſobedience. Tis 


( 338 

"Tis not to be imagin'd the Sur- 
prize and Grief that ſeiz'd this 
lovely Maid at this News and 
Sight. However, as Delays in 
theſe Caſes are dangerous, and 
Pleading worle than Trealon ; 
trembling, and almoſt fainting , 
| ſhe was oblig d to ſuffer her ſelf to 
| be coverd, and led away. | 
| They brought her thus to 
| Court; and the King, who had 
| causd a very rich Bath to be pre- 
| par'd, was led into it, where he 
| fate under a Canopy, in State, to 
| receive this longd for Virgin ; 
| whom he having commanded 
| ſhou'd be brought to him, they 
| (afrer di{-robing her) led her to the 
| Bath, and making faſt the Doors, 
lefr her to deſcend. The King, 
without more Courtthip, bad her 
throw oft her Mantle, and come 
to his Arms. Bur Imomda, all in 
: D Tears, 
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Tears, threw her ſelf on the Mar- 
ble, on the Brink of the Bath, and 
beſought him to hear her. She 
told him, as ſhe was a Maid, how 
proud of. the Divine Glory ſhe 
ſhould have been of having it in 
her power to oblige her King : 
but as by the Laws, he coud nor ; 
and from his Royal Goodnels , 
wou'd not take from any Man his 
wedded Wite : So {he believ'd ſhe 
ſnou d be the Occa{ton of making 
him commit a great Sin, if ſhe did 
not reveal her State and Condi- 
tion ; and tell him, ſhe was ano- 
thers, and coud not be ſo happy 
to be his. 

The King,enras d at this Delay, 
haſtily demanded the Name of rhe 
bold Man, that had marry d a Wo 
man of ker Degree, without his 
Conlent. Dnomda, ſceing his Eyes 
fierce, and his Hands tremble ; 

whether 
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whether with Age, or Anger, I 
know not ; but ſhe fanſyd the 
laſt, almoſt repented {he ut {aid 


{0 much, for now ſhe feard the 


| Storm wou'd fall on the Prince ; 


ſhe therefore {aid a thouland 
things to appeale the raging of his 
Flame, and to prepare him to hear 
wao it was with Calmnels; but 
before ſhe ſpoke, he i  Imagin d who 
ſhe meant, but wou'd not ſeem 
ro do lo, but commanded her to 
lay ahde her Mantle, and ſufter 
her ſelf to receive his Careſles ; or, 
by his Gods, he (wore, that hap- 
py Man whom {he was gotng to 
name {hou'd die, r2ough it were 


even Oroonoko himlelt. Therefore(taid 


he) deny this Marriage, and {wear 


thy ſelf a aid. That (reply'd [- 
momda ) by all our Powers I do; for T 
am nor yet known to my Huzsband. Tis 
enoueh (laid the King ; ) "tis enough 

D 2 to 
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to ſatisfie both my ( onſcience, and my 
- Heart, And riling from his Sear, 
# he went, and led her into he 
['F Bath ; ic being in vain for her to 
= — © rclift. 
[> In this time the Prince, who 
was return d from Hunting, went 
ro viſic his Imoinda, but found her 
gone ; and not only ſo, but heard 
ſhe had receiv d the Royal Veil. 
This raisd him to a Storm ; and 
in his Madnels, they had much 
ado to fave him from laying vio- 
i{-nc Hands on himſelf. Force firſt 
e'S and then Realon : They 
od all ro him,. that might op- 
SI his Rage ; bur nothing 
weighd ſo greatly wich him as 
the King s Old, Age uncapable of 
injuring him with Imoinda, He 
wou'd give way to that Hope, be- 
cauſe it pleasd him moſt, and 


flatter d beſt his Heart. Yet this 
ſeryv'd 
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fervd not altogether to make him 
ceale his diflerent Paſſions, which 
ſometimes rag'd within him, and 
ſometimes ſ{ofrned into Showers. 
'T'was not enough to appeale him, 
ro tell him, his Grand-tather was 
old, and cou'd not that way in- 
jure him, while he retain'd thar 
awtul Duty which the young Men 
are usd there to pay, to their grave 
Relations. He coud not be con- 
vincd he had no Caule to ſigh and 
mourn for the Loſs of a Miſtreſs, 
he coud not with all his Strength 
and Courage retrieve. And. he 
woud often cry, 0 my Friends ! were 
(he in wall d (ities, or confind from 
me in Fortifications of the greateſt 
Strength ; did Inchantments or Mon» 
ſters detain ber from me, I would ven- 
ture through any Hazard to free ber : 
Buthere,in the Arms of a feeble old Man, 
my Youth, my violent Loye, my Trade 
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in Arms, and all my vaſi Deſire of 
| Glory, avail me nothmg : Imoinda is 
(FF as iwrecoverably loft to me, as if ſhe 
were | ſnatch'd by the cold ws of 
Death: Oh! ſhe is never to be re- 
| trievd. Tf I wou'd wait tedious Tears, 
{ HI! Fate ſhou d boy the old King to his 
Grave ; even that won d not leave me 
Imomaa free ; but flill that Cuſtom 
that makes it ſo vile a Crime for a Son 
to marry his Father s Wrves or Miſtreſ- 
fes, wound bmder my Happineſs ; un- 
leſs T won d either tonobly fer an il Pres 
[idejit to my Succeſſors, or abandon my 
C ommtry, and fty with her to ſome n= 
known World, © who never heard our 
for, 

ut it was obj< Red to him, that 
his Gale was not the fame ; for [- 
f; 5 oy being his lawful Wife, by 
{olemn Contract, twas he was the 
injur'd Man, and might, it he fo 
plcasd , take Imamda back, the 
| Breach 
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Breach of the Law being on his 
Grand-father's ſide; and thar if he 
cou d circumvent Him and redeem 
her from the Otan, which is the 
Palace of the Kings Women, a 
ſort of Serazlio, it was both Jutt and 
lawful for him fo to do. 
This Reaſoning had ſome force 
upon him, and L ſhoud have 


been entirely comforted, but for 


the Thought that ſhe was poſleſs'd 
by his = chip father. However, 


4 loy d- ſo well, that he was re- 


ſolvd to believe what moſt fas 
vour'd his Hope; and to endea- 
vour to learn from TImoinda's own 
Mouth, what only ſhe cou d ſatis- 
fe him in; whether the was robb'd 
of that Bleſſing, which was only 


due to his Faith and Love. Burt 


as it was very hard to get a Sighr 
of the Women, for no Men ever 
enter'd into the Otan, but when 


D4 the 


—_ = 
' 
| - 
| — - | j 
| 


(40) 


4, the King went to entertain himſelf 
with ſome one of his Wives, or _ 
I. Miſtrefles ; and 'twas Death at any 
| other time, for any other to go in ; 
WS - {o he FAB not how to contrive ". 
pet a Sight of her. 

While Croonoko felt all the Ago- 
nies of Love, and ſuffer'd under a 
Torment the moſt painful in the 
World, the old King was not exs 
emp red from his ſhare of Affliction. 
He was troubld for having been 
ftorcd by an irrefiſtable Paſſion, to 
rob his Son of a Treafure,he knew, 
cou d not but be extreamly dear tO 
him, fince ſhe was the moſt beau- 
tiful that ever had been (cen; and 
had beſides, all the S\weetnels and 
Innocence of Youth and Modeſty, 
with a Charm of Wir {urpaſſing 
all. He found that, however ſhe 
was forc'd to expoſe her lovely 
Perſon to his withes'd Arms, ſhe 

cou & 
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cou'd only ſigh and weep there, 
and think of Oroonoko ; and often- 
times cou'd not forbear ſpeaking 
of him, though her Life were, by 
Cuſtom, forteired by owning her 
Paſſion. Burt ſhe ſpoke not of a 
Lover only, but of a Prince dear 
to him, to whom ſhe ſpoke; and 
of the Praiſes of a Man, who, till 
now, fill'd the old Man's Soul 
with Joy at every Recital of his 
Bravery, or even his Name. And 
'twas this Dotage on our young 
Hero, that gave Imoinda a thouſand 
Privileges to ſpeak of him, withs 
out offending ; and this Con- 
deſcention in the old King, that 
made her take the Satisfaction of 

ſpeaking of him ſo very often. 
Beſides, he many times enquird 
how the Prince bore himſelf; and 
thoſe of whom he ask'd, being en- 
tirely Slaves to the Merits and Ver- 
| rues 
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xues 'of the Prince, {till anſwer'd 
what they thought conduc'd beſt 
to his Service ; which was, to make 
the old King fanſy that the Prince 
had no more Intereſt in Imomdg, 
and had re{ignd her willingly to 
the Pleaſure of the King ; that he 
diverted himſelf with his Mathe- 
maticians, his Fortifications, his 
Officers, and his Hunting. 

- This pleas'd the old Lover, 
who fail d not to report theſe things 
again to Imomda, that ſhe might, 
by the Example of het young Lo- 
ver, withdraw her Heart, and reſt 
better contented 1n his Arms. But 
however ſhe was forcd to receive 
this unwelcome News, in all Ap- 
pearance, with Unconcern, and 
Content, her Heart was burſting 
within, and ſhe was only happy 
when {he coud get alone, to vent 
her Griets and Moans with Sighs 
and Tears. What 
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What Reports of the Prince's - 
ConduR were made to the King, 
he thought good to. jultife as far as 
poſiibly he cou'd by his Actions ; 
and when he appear'd in the Pre- 
ſence of the Kings, he ſhew'd a 
Face not ar all betraying his Hears : 
So that in a little time the old 
Man, being entirely convinc'd that 
he was no longer a. Lover of [Is 
moinda, he carry d him with him, 
in his Train; to the Otan, often to 
banquet with his Miſtrels. Bur as 
ſoon as he enter d, one Day, inta 
che Apartment of Imoinda, with the 
King, art the firſt Glance from her 
Eyes,notwirhſtandiog all his deters 
min d Reſolution, he was ready to 
fink in the place where he ſtood ; 
and had certainly done fo, bur for 
the Support of Aboan, a young 
Man, who was next to him; 
which, with his Change of Counts 

tenance, 
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tenance, had betrayd him, had 
the King chancd to look that way. 
And I have obſervd, tis a very 
great Error in thoſe, who laugh 
when one lays, 4 Negro can change 
Colour ; for I have ſeen em as fre- 
quently bluſh, and look pale, and 
that as viſibly as ever I ſaw in the 
mo{t beautiful White. And tis cers 
tain that both theſe Changes were 
evident, this Day, in both theſe 
Lovers. And Imomda, who ſaw 
with ſome Joy the Change in the 
Princes Face, and found it in her 
own, ſtrove to divert the King 
from beholding either, by a forc'd 
Careſs, with which ſhe met him ; 
which was a new Wound in the 
Heart of the poor dying Prince. 
Bur as ſoon as the King was bu- 
{y'd in looking on lome fine thing 
of Imomdas making, ſhe had time 
to tell the Prince with her angry, 

but 
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but Love-darting Eyes, that ſhe 
reſented his Coldneſs, and be- 
moan'd her own miſerable Capti- 
vity. Nor were his Eyes lilent, 
bur anſwer d hers again, as much 
as Eyes cou d do, inſtructed by the 
moſt render, and moſt paſſionate 
Heart that ever lovd : And they 
ſpoke ſo well, and ſo effectually, 
as Imoinda no longer doubted, but 
{he was the only Delight, and the 
Darling of that Soul ſhe found 
pleading in em tits Right of Love, 
which none was more willing 
to reſign than ſhe. And *twas 
this powerful Language alone 
that 1n an Inſtant conveyd all the 
Thoughts of their Souls to each 
other ; that they both found, there 
wanted but Opportunity to make 
them both entirely happy. Bur 
when he ſaw another Door opend 
oy Onahal, a former old Wife of 
the 
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the Kings, who now had Charge 
of Imomda ; and ſaw the Proſpet 


of a Bed of State made ready , 
with Sweets and Flowers for the 


 Dalliance of the King ; who im- 


mediately lead the trembling Vi- 
&im from his Sight, into thar pre- 
par d Repole. What Rage ! what 
wild Frenzies lcizd his Heart ! 
which forcing to keep within 
Bounds, and to ſuffer withour 
Noile, it became the more in{up- 
portable,and rent his Soul with ten 
thouſand Pains. He was forc'd to 
retire, to vent his Groans ; where 
he fell down on a Carper, and lay 
ſtrugoling a long time, and only 
breathing now and len; ---(0) Imoin- 

da! When Onabal had finiſh'd her 
neceſlary Aﬀair within, {ſhutting 


the Door, ſhe came forth to wait, 


till the King calld ; and hearing 
ſome one 11ghins in the other 
Room, 
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Room, {ſhe paſsd on, and found 
the Prince in that deplorable Con- 
dition, which ſhe thought needed 
her Aid ; She gave him Cordaals, 
but all in vain ; vill finding the na- 
ture of his Diſeaſe, by his Sighs, 
and naming Inomda. She told him, 
he had not ſo much Cauſe as he 
imagin'd, to afflit himſelf ; for if 
he knew the King ſo well as ſhe 
did, he wou'd not lole a Momenc 
in Jealouſie, and that ſhe was con- 
dent that Imoinda bore, art this Mis 
nute, part in his Aﬀiction. Aboan 
was of the ſame Opinion ; and 
both together, perſwaded him to 
re-allume his Courage ; and all 
ſitting down on the Carpet, the 
Prince ſaid ſo many obliging things 
roOnabal,that he half perlwaded her 
to be of his Party. And the pro- 
misd him, ſhe won d thus far com 
ply with his juſt Defires, thar ſhe 


wou'd 
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wou'd let Imoinda know how taith- 
ful he was, what he ſufferd, and 
what he ſaid. 

This Diſcourſe laſted till the 
King calld, which gave Oroonoko 
2 certain Satisfa&tion ; and with 
the Hope Onahal had made him 
conceive, he aſlum'd a Look as 
gay as twas poſſible a Man in his 
Circumſtances coud do; and pre- 
ſently after, he was call'd in with 
the reſt who waited withour. The 
King commanded Mulick to be 
brought, and ſeveral of his young 
Wives and Miſtreſles came all to- 
gether by his Command, to dance 
before him; where fa per- 
dd ber Paxe wich an Air and 
Grace (o paſling all rhe reſt, as her 
Beauty was above em :; _ re- 
ceiv'd the Preſent, ordain'd as a 
Prize. The Prince was every 
Moment more charm d with the 

new 
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new Beauties and Graces he beheld 
in this fair One : And while he 
gazd, and ſhedancd, Onahal was 
retir d to a Window with A4boan. 

- This Onahal, as I ſaid, was one 
of the Caſt-Miſt:efles of the old 
King ; and twas thele (now paſt 
cheir Beauty) that were made 
Guardians, or Governants to the 
new, and the young Ones ; and 
whole Bulineſs ic was, to teach 
them all thoſe wanton Arts of 
Love, with which they prevail d 
and charm d heretofore in their 
Turn ; and who now treated the 
trinmphing happy Ones with all 
che Severity, as to Liberty and 
Freedom, that was poſſible, in 
revenge of thoie Honours they 
rob them ot ; envying them thoſe 
Satisfactions, thole Gallantrizs and 
Preſents, that were once made to 
themielves, while Youth . and 

E Beauty 
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Beauty laſted, and which they now 
ſaw paſs were regardleſs by, and 
pay d Rake ro the Bloomings. And 


certainly, nothing is more afflict- 


ing to a decay d Beauty, than to 
bchold in it felt declining Charms, 
that were once adord ; and to find 
thoſe Careſles paid co new Beau- 


ties,to W hich once {he laid aClaim; 


to hear 'em whitper as ſhe paſ- 
ſes by, That once was a delicate * - 
man, Thele abandond Ladies 
therefore endeavour to revenge 
all the Deſpights, and Decays of 
Time, on theſe flouriſhing = 
Ones. And twas this Severity, 
that gave Oroonoko a thouſand Fears 
he thon'd never prevail with Onas 
Bal, to fee Imomda. Bur, as I ſaid, 
{he was now retird to a Window 

with Aboan., 
This young Man was not only 
one of che beſt Quality, bur a Man 
extreamly 
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extreamly well made, and beaus 
titul ; and coming often to attend 
the King to tae Otan, he had fub- 
dud the Heart of the antiquated 
Onahal, which had not forgot how 
plealant it was to be in Love : 
And though ſhe had ſome Decays 
in her Face, ſhe had none 1n ber 
Sence and Wit; ſhe was there 
agreeable ſtill, even ro Aboan's 
Youth ; fo that he took pleaſure 
In entertaining her with Diſcourles 
of Love: He knew allo, thar to 
make his Court to thele She-Fa- 
vourites, was tne way to be great ; 
thele being the Perſons that do all 
Affairs aad Buſineſs at Court. He 
had allo obſerv'd char ſhe had g1- 
ven him Glances more tender and 
Inviting, than {he had done to 0- 
thers of his Quality : And now, 
when he {aw that her Favour cou d 
lo ablolutely oblige the P:ince, he 


E #8 fail d 


rem hd 
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faild not to ſigh in her Ear, and 
to look with Eyes all {oft upon her, 
and give her Hope that ſhe had 
made ſome Impreſſions on his 
Heart. He found her pleasd at 
this, and making a thouſand Ad- 
vances to him ; but the Ceremony 


_ ending, and the King departing, 


broke up the Company for that 


Day, and his Converſation. 


Aboan fail d not that Night to tell 
the Prince of his Succeſs, and how 
ad vantageous the Service of Onahal 
might be ro his Amour with Imoin- 
da, The Prince was overjoy d 
with this good News, and be- 
fought him, it it were poſſhble, to 
carels her ſo, as tO CNgage her en- 


tirely ; which he coud not fail to. 
fn | 5 OBS. 7, 
do, it he comply d with her De- 


fires: For then (faid:the Prince) 
her Life lyins at your Mercy, (he must 


grant you the Requeſs you 11aKke 11 my 


Behalf. 


\ 
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Behalf. Aboan underſtood him ; 
and aſſurd him, he would make 
Love ſo effectually, that he wou'd 
defhe the moſt expert Miſtreſs of 
the Art, to find out whether he 
diſſembl'd it, or had it really. And 
'twas with Impatience they waited 
the next Opportunity of going to 


the Otan. 
The Wars came on, the Time 


of taking the Field approach'd , 
and *twas impoſiible for the Prince 
to delay his going at the Head of 
his Army, to encounter the Ene- 
my : So that every Day ſeem'd a 
tedious Year, till he ſaw his Imom- 
da; for he believd he cou'd not 
live, if he were forcd away with- 
| out being ſo happy. Twas with 
Imparience therefore, that he ex- 
pected the next Viſit the King 
woud make; and, according to 


his Wiſh, it was not long. 


L 3 The 
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The Parley of the Eyes of theſe 


ewo Lovers had not paſsd ſo le- 


cretly, but an old jealous Lover 
cou'd ſpy 1t; orrather, he wanted 
not Flacterers, who told him, they 
obtery d it : So that the Prince was 
haſtend to the Camp, and this 
was the laſt Vilit he found he 
ſhou'd make to the Otan ; he there- 
fore urg'd Aboan to make the beſt 
of this laſt Ffort, and to explain 
himſelt fo to Onabal, that ſhe, de- 
ferrins her Enjoyment of her 
young Lover no longer, might 
make way for the Prince to ſpeak 
ro Imomda. 

The whole Afair being agreed 
on between the Prince and Aboan, 
they attended the King, as the Cu- 
ftom was, to the Otan ; where, 
while the whole Company was ta- 
ken up 1n benolding the Dancing, 
and antick Pottures che Women 

Royal 
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Royal made, to divert the King, 
Onahal {1ngl d out Aboan, whom ſhe 
found moſt pliable ro her Wiſh. 
When ſhe had him where the be- 
lievd ſhe coud not be heard, ſhe 
ſigh'd to him, and ſoftly cry'd, 4þ, 
Aboan! When will you be ſenſible of 
my Paſſion ? TI confeſs it wuh my 
Fouth, becauſe I woud not give my 
Eyes the Lye; and you bave but too 
much already perceiv d they have con- 
feſs'd my Flame : Nor woud IT have 
you believe, that becauſe I am the aban- 
dond Miſtreſs of a King, IT eſteem my 
ſelf altogether diveſted of Charms. No, 
Aboan ; I have /till a Reſt of Beauty 
enough enzagmg, and have learnd to 
pleaſe too wel!, not to be deſirable, T 
can have Lovers ſtill, but will have none 
but Aboan. Madam (reply d the 
half-feigning Youth) you have alrea» 
dy, by my Eyes, found, you can ſtill 
conquer ; and ] believe tis in pity of me, 
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Ih You condeſcend tothis kind C onfeſſion. 
# But, Madam, Words are us d to be ſo 
jt ſmall a part of our Country-Courtſhip, 
by that tis rare one can get fo happy an 
f Opportunity as to tell one's Heart ;. and 
1 thoſe few Minutes we have are ford 
Wl to be ſnatch" for more certain Proofs of 
| : Love, th itl [p Rahng and ſtohing ; - and 
; # ſuch Th moth for. | 

[he He ſpoke this with lack a Tone, 

1" that ſhe hopd wm true, and con 2 
WH | notforbear believi ing 1t; and being 
| i wholly tranſported "wich Toy, for 
| i | having {ubdu'd the fineſt of all the 
tl King s Subjects to her Detires, the 
[| rook from her Ears two large 
ts Pearls, and commanded him to 
| Vear em 1 in his. He woud have 
\* bf 


IE d cm, crying, Aladam, theſe 
are not the Pr vofs of Jour Love that 7 
i expect ; is Opportunity, tis a LÞ ones 
[| bour ly, x that can make me happy. 


Wo. Bur forcing the Pearls into his 
if | Hand, 
4 


EEC 


Hand, ſhe whiſper'd ſoftly to him, 
Oh ! Do not fear a Woman's Invention, 
when Love ſets her a-thmking. And 
preſling his Hand, ſhe cry'd, This 
Ni2ht you ſhall be happy. Come to the 


Gate of the Orange- Groves, behind the 


Otan ; and I will be ready, about 
Aid-night, to receive you. *T'was 
thus agreed, and ſhe left him, thac 
no notice might be taken of their 
ſpeaking together. 


The Ladies were ſtill dancing, . 


and the King, laid on a Carper, 
with a great deal of pleaſure, was 
beholding them, elpecially Imoins 
da ; wha that Day appeard more 
lovely than cver, being enliven'd 


with the g00d Tidings Onahal had 


brought her of the conſtant Paſſion 


the Prince had for her. The 
Prince was laid on another Carper, 


at the other end of the Room, ' 


with his Eyes fix d on the Object 
of 
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i of his Soul ; and as ſhe turn'd, or 
mw mov d, ſo did they ;. and ſhe alone 
ot gave his Eyes and Sou] their Mo- 
nf | tions: Nor did Imomda em ploy 
[1 her Eyes to any other Ule, than in 
4 beholding with infinite Pleaſure 


the Joy ſhe producd in thoſe of 
the Prince. "Bur while ſhe was 
Th more regarding him , than the 
{1 Steps ſhe took, ſhe chanc'd to fall ; 
þ and {o near him, as that leaping 
| with extream force from the Car- 
| per, he caught her in his Arms as 
| {the tell; and twas viſible to the 
| whole Preſence, the Joy where- 
[; with he receivd her: He clailpd 
her cloſe to his Bolom, and quite 
forgot that Reverence that was due 
to the Miſtreſs of a King, and that 
Puniſhment that is the Reward of 
a Boldneſs of this nature ; and had 
not the Pretence of Mind of Imon- 
aa (tonder of his Safety, than her 


own) 


o_ Ag - ” , 
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own) befriended him, in making 
her ſpring from his Arms, and fall 
into her Dance again, he had, at 
chat Inſtant, mer his Death ; for 
the old King, jealous to the laſt 
degree, role up in Rage, broke all 
the Diverſion, and led Imoinda to 
her Apartment, and ſent our Word 
co the Prince, to go immediately 
tothe Camp ; and thart if he were 
found another Night in Court, he 
{hou'd fufter the Death ordain'd 
for dilobedient Offenders. 

You may imagine how wel- 
come this News was to Oroonoko, 
whole unlea{onable 'T ranſporrt and 
Carcls of Imoinda was blam'd by all 
Men thar lov'd him ; and now he 
pexcetv'd his Faulr, yet cry'd, That 
for ſuch another Moment, he wou'd be 
content to die. 

All the Otan was in diſorder 
abour this Accident; and Onabal 
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was particularly concern'd, becauſe 
on the Princes Stay depended her 
Happineſs ; for ſhe coud no lon- 
ger expect that of Aboan. - So thar, 
eer they departed, they contriv d 
it ſo, that the Prince and heſhou'd 
come both that Night to the Grove 
of the Otan, which was all of Oran- 
oes. and Citrons ; and that there 


_ they ſhoud wait her Orders. 


They parted thus, with Grief 
enough, nll Night; leaving the 
King in poſleſſion of the lovely 
Maid. Bur nothing cou d appeaſe 
the Jealouſie of the old Lover : 
He won'd not be impos'd on, bur 
wou'd have it, that [momaa made 
a falſe Step on purpole to fall into 
Oroonokos Bolom, and that all 
things look d like a Deſign on both 


{1des, and 'twas in vain ſhe prote- 


ted her Innocence : He was old 


and obſtinate, and left her more 
than 


(61) 
than half aflurd that his Fear was 
rue. 

The King going to his Apart- 
ment, ſent to know where the 
Prince was, and if he intended to 
obey his Command. "The Mel- 
lenger return'd, and told him, he 
found the Prince penhive,' and al- 
rogether unpreparing for the Cams 
paign ; that he lay negligently on 
the Ground, and an{werd very 
little. This confirm'd the Jealouſte 
of the King, and he commanded 
that they ſhou'd very narrowly 
and privately watch his Morions ; 
and that he ſhon d nor ſtir from his 
Apartment, bur one Spy or other 
{hou'd be employ'd to watch him : 
So that the Hour approaching , 
wherein. he was to go to the Ct- 
tron-Grove ; and taking only Aboan 
along with him, he leaves his A- 
partment, -and was watch d ro the 
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very Gate of the Ot;n ; where he 
was ſeen to enter, and where they 
left him, to carry "PAY the Tidings 


to the King. 


Oroonoko and Aboan were no foo- 
ner enterd, but Onaha! led the 
Prince to the Apartment of Imoin- 


da; who, not knowing any thing 


of her Happineſs, was laid in Bed. 
Burt Onahal only leftr him in her 


Chamber, to make the belt of his 


Opparcunity, and took her dear 4- 


| boanto her own ; where he ſhew'd 


the heighth of Complaiſance for his 


Prince, when, to give him an Op- 


portuaity, he ſufferd himlſelt co be 


carelsd in Bed by Onahal. 


The Prince ſoftly wakend [- 
moinda, who was nor a lictle {ur- 


priz d with Joy to find him there ; 


and yer ſhe trembl d with a om 
ſand Fears. 1 believe, he omitted 
faying nothing to this young Maid, 

that 
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chat might perſwade her to ſuffer 
him to leize his own, and take the 
Rights of Love ; and 1 believe ſhe 
was not long refiſting thoſe Arms, 
where the ſo long'd to be ; and ha- 
ving Opporcunity, Night and Si- 
lence, Youth, Love and Deſire, he 
ſoon prevaild ; and raviſhd in a 
Moment, what his old Grand-fa- 
ther had been endeavourfng for ſo 
many Months. 

'Tis not to be imagin'd the Sas 
tisfaction of theſe two young Lo- 
vers ; nor the Vows ſhe made him, 
that ſhe remain'd a ſpotleſs Maid, 
till chat Night ; and that what ſhe 
did with his Grand-father, had 
robb'd him of no part of her Vir- 
g1n-Honour, the Gods, in Mercy 
and Juſtice, having reſlerv'd that 
for her plighted Lord, ro whom 
of Right it belong'd. And tis ime 
poſſible to exprels the Tranſports 

he 


2 debt... is. c 
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he ſufterd, while he liſkend to 2 
Diſcourſe ſo charming, from her 
lovd Lips; and claſpd that Body 
in his Arms, for whom he had (6 
long languiſhd ; and nothing now 
afflicted him, bur his ſuddain De- 
parture from her ; for he told her 
the Neceſſity, and his Commands ; 
but ſhou'd depart latisty d in this, 
Thar ſince the old King had hi- 
therto not been able to deprive 
him of thole Enjoyments which 
only belong'd to him, he'believ'd 
for the future he wou d be leis able 
co injure him ; ſo that, abating the 
Scandal of the Veil, which was no 
otherwiſe ſo, than that ſhe was 
Wife to another : He believ'd her 
ſafe, evenin the Arms of the King, 
and innocent ; yet wou'd he have 
vencurd at the Conqueit of the 
World, and have giver: it a!l, co 
have had her avoided that EJonour 


ol 
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of receiving che Royal Yell. 'T'was 
thus, between a thoufand Carefles; 
that both bemoan'd the hard Fate 


of Youth and Beauty, lo liable to 
that cruel Promotion : Twas 2 
Glory that cou'd well have been 


ſpard here, though dehir'd, and. 


aim'd ar by all che young Females 
of that Kingdom. 

But while they were thus fond= 
ly employ'd, forgetting how Time 
ran on, and tbar the Dawn mult 
conduct him tar away. trom his 
only Happinels, they heard a great 
Noiſe in the Otan, and unuſual 
Voices g Men; at which the 
Prince, ſtarting fromthe Arms of 


the frighted Imoinda, yan to a little 


BandAx he us'd rolwvear by his 
Side; and having not fo much 
lJeiſure,' as to put on his Habir, he 
oppos'd himilclt againit jome who 
were already opening the Door ; 
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which they did with fo much Vios 
lence, that Oroonoko was not able to 
defend it ; but was forcd to cry out 
with a commanding Voice, Whoe 


ever ye are that have the Boldneſs to at- 
' tempt to approach this Apartment thus 


rudely, know, that I, the Prince O- 
roonoko, wul revenge it with the cer» 


It 


tain Death of him that firſt enters : 


Ther efore ſtand back, and knew, this 


place is Jacr ed to Love, and me this 


Night ; fo Morrow ' [1s the Ring s. 
{ his he ſpoke with a Voice lo 
reloiv'd ! and "Tar d, that they ſoon 


x$etir'd from the Door, bur cry'd, 


"Tis by the King's Command We are 


come ; and being Fatisfyd by thy Voice, 


O Prince, as much as if we bad enterd, 
We can report to the Kg the Truth of 
all his Fears, and leave thee to provide 


for thy own $, ifety, as thou art advis'd 


b thy Friends, 
At 


(67) 
Art theſe Words they departed, 
- and lefc the Prince to take a {ſhort 
and fad Leave of his Imoida ; who 
ruſting in the ſtrength of her 
Charms, believd ſhe ſhowd aps 
peale the Fury of a jealous King, 
by ſaying, She was ſurprizd, and 
that it was by torce of Arms he got 
into her Apartment. All het Con- 
cern now was for his Lite, and 
therefore ſhe haſten'd him to the 
Camp; and with much a-do, pre- 
vail'd on him to go : Nor was it 
ſhe alone: that prevaild, Aboan 
and Onahal both pleaded, and both 
allur'd him of a Lye that ſhow be 
well enough contriv'd to ſecure. ]- 
momda; So that, art laſt, with a 
Heart ſad as Deach, dying Eyes, 
and fighing Soul, Oroonoks depar- 
ted, and rook his way to the 
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It was not long after the King 
in Perlon came to the Otan ; . where 
beholding Imomda with Rage in his 
Eyes, he upbraided her Wicked- 


nels oh Perfhdy, and threatning 


her Royal Lover, the tell on her 
Face at his Feer, bedewing the 
Floor with her 1 ears, and implo- 
ring his Pardon for a Fai which 
ſhe had nort- with her Will com- 
mitred ; as Onahal, who was alſo 
proſtrate wich her, cou'd teſtifie : 
't har, unknown to her, he had 
broke into her Apartment, and ra- 

viihd her. She lpoke this much 
a92inſt her Conſcience ; but ro 
fave her own Lite, 'twas .aobblices 
ly neccilary ſhe lhon'd teign this 


2 CC 
Falti: I. - my knew ir coud nor 
i3ivre the Prince, he being fled 


ro 21- Army hk wowd ſtand by 


kim, again{t any Injuries thar 
fond atlanlt him. However, 
= " ge Oo 
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this laſt Thought of Imomda's be- 
ing raviſh'd, chang d the Mealures 
of his Revenge ; and whereas. be- 
fore he defign'd to be himlelf her 
Executioner, he now reſolv'd ſhe 
{ſhou'd not -"h Bur as 1t 1s the 
greatelt Crime in nature among(t 
em to touch a Woman, airter ha- 
ving been poſlels'd by a Son, a 
Father,. or a Brother ; s now he 
lookd on Imoinda as a 'polluted 
thing, wholly unfir C bis Em- 
brace; nor woud he reſjon her 
to his Grand-(on, . becauſe {he had 
receiv'd the Royal Veil. He there- 
fore removes her from the Otan, 
with Onahal ; whom he pur into 
fate 'Hands, with Order they 
{hou d be both (old oft, as Slaves, 
to another Country, eitier Chri- 
ſtian, or Heathen; twas no matter 
where. 
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This cruel Sentence, worſe than 
Death, they implord, might be 
reversd ; bur their Prayers were 
vain, and it vas put in Execution 
accordingly, and that with lo 
much Secrecy, that none, either 
withour, or within the Oran, knew 
any ching of their Ablence, Or 
their Deſtiny. 

The old King, nevertheleſs, 
executed this with a great deal of 
ReluCEtancy ; but he believ d he 
had made a very great Conqueſt 
over himſelf, when he had once 


relolvd, and had perform'd what 


he reivlvd. He believd now, 
that his Love had been unjuſt ; 
and that he cou'd not Expec <t the 
Gods, or Capriain of the Clouds, 


{as hey call the UNKNOwn Power) 


{hou d fnfler 2 berter Conſequence 


from fo 11] a Cauſe. , Fe now be- 


o' ns to bold Oromoka EXCU: d; and 
! L g tO 
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to ſay, he had Reaſon for what he 
did : And now every Body cou'd 
aſlure the King, how paſſionately 
Imoinda was belov d by the Prince z 
even thoſe confeſs d it now, velus 
laid the contrary before his Flame 
was abated. So that the King 
being old, and not able to defend 
himialf ; in War, and having no 
Sons of all his, Race remaining 
alive, but only this, to maintain 
him on his Throne ; and looking 
on this as a Man diſoblig'd, firſt 
by the Rape ot his Miſtrels, or ra- 
ther, Wife ; and now by depriving 
of him wholly of her, he feard, 
might maxe him deſperate, and 
do lome cruel thing, either to him- 
Helft, or his old Grand-father, the 
Offender,; he began to repent him 
extreamly ot. the Contempt he 
had, in his Rage, put on Imomaa. 
Beſides, he confider'd he ought in 

F 4 Honour 


Cos ) 
Honour to bave kill d ker, for this 
Offence, it it had been one : He 
ought to have had fo much Value 


bd Conlideration for a Maid of 
her Quality, as to have nobly put 


her ro death ; and not to have lold 


ner like a common Slave, the grea- 
Left Reycogh, . and the moſt dil 

ere of any ; ; and to whica they 

a choul and tives preter Death, and 
imploreit ; as Imomda did, but cou'd 
not obtain that Honour, Seeing 
therciore it was certain rat Oroonoks 
wou'd lohly reſent chis Afront,he 
cog, g009-19, make fome- Ex 
cuj tor hits Rathnels to him; and 
co that End ne jent a Meſlenger to 
tae. Camp, with, Orders t@ treat 
with bim aboit the Marer,.'to 


G21 his Pardon, and to codons V.OUrL 


1H mitigate his Grief ;. bue.thar by 


no.menns he hbowd tellham, (0 
Was 1919; but ſecredy put tg: death; 
cb for 


( 739 
for he knew he {ſhou'd. never ob- 


tain his Pardon for the other. 
\ When the Meflenger came, he 


found the Prince upon the point of 
Engaging with the Enemy ; but 
as'{oon as he heard of the Arrival 
of the Meflenger, he commanded 
him to his :: ent, where he em- 
brac'd him,” and receiv'd him with 
Joy. ; which was ſoon abated, by 

the down=caſt Looks of the Mel: 
lenger, who was inſtantly demans 
ded the Cante by Oroonoko, who, 
1mpatient of Delay, askd a thou- 
land» Queitions in a Breath ; and 
all concerning Imomda : But there 
needed liede'] Return, for he cou'd 
almoſt an{wer himſelfof all he de- 
manged, from his Sighs and Eyes. 
At aft, = Meſſenger caſting ren 
(clt at OS Princes Feer, and kifing 
then,” with all-the caller ion off A 
Man that had ſomething toimplore 


which 


(74) 
which he dreaded to utter, he be- 
fought him to hear with Calmneſs 
what he had to deliver to him, and 
to call up all his noble and Heroick 
Courage, ro encounter with his 


Wor ds, De defend himſelf againſt 


the ungraceful things he muſt "ay 


Oroonoko reply d, with a deep Sigh, 

and alanguithingVoice,--I am arm'd 
egainFt their wor$t Efforts-- === ; for I 
know they will tell me, Imoinda is no 
more---- ; and after that, you may ſpare 


there. Then, commanding him 


to rife, he laid himſelf on a Carpet, 
under a rich Pavillion, and re- 
maind a good while ſilent, and 
was hardly heard to figh. When 
he was come a little co himlelt, the 
Meſlenger ask'd him leave to, deli- 
ver that part of his Embaſly, which 
the Prince had not yet devind : 
And the Prince cry d, I perm thee--- 


Then he told him the Afﬀlition 
the 


(75) 

the old King was in, for che Raſh- 
neſs he had committed in hisCrue]- 
ty to Imoinda;zand how he daignd to 
ask Pardon for his Offence, and to 
implore the Prince woud nor fuf- 
fer that Loſs to touch his Hearctoo 
(enfibly, which now all the Gods 
cou'd not reſtore him, ' but might 
recompence him in Glory, which 
he beggd he woud purſue ; and 
that Death, tharcommon Revens 
cer of all [njuries, woud looneven 
the Account berween him, and a 
feeble old Man. 

Oroonoko bad him return his Du- 
ty to his Lord and Maſter; and to 
allure him, there was no Account 
of Revenge to be adjuſted berween 
them ; if there were, twas he was 
thaAgreſlor, and that Death wou d 
be juſt, and, maugre his Age, 

wow'd ſee bim righted ; and he 
Was conrented to leave his Share of 
Glory 
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lay, the whole Body of the chief 
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Glory to. Youths more. fortunate, 
and worthy of that Favour from 
the Gods. That henceforth he 
wou'd never lift a Weapon, _ or 
draw a Bow ; but abandon the 
{mall Remains of his Lite:to Sighs 
and Tears, . and the; continual 
Thoughts of that his Lord and 
Grand- .rids had thought good to 
{end out of the World, with all 
that Youth, that Innocence, and 
Beauty. 

- [After having "B08 this, hat 
ever his greateſt Officers, and Men 
of the bett: Rank cou'd do, they 
cou'd not raiſe him trom the Car- 
per, or per{wade. him to Action, 
and \Reſolutions of Lite ; but com- 
manding all to retire, he {hut him- 


ſalt into his Pavillion all chat Day, 
while the Enemy was ready to en- 


and wondring at the De- 


Bagc z 


of 
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of the Army then addreſs'd them- 
ſelves to him, and ro-whom they 
had much a-do to get Admittance. 
They fell on their Faces at the Foot 
of his Carpet ; where they lay, and 
beſought him with earneſt Prayers 
and Tears, to lead *em forth: to 
Bartel, and not let the Enemy take 
Advantages of them ; and implor d 
11m to have regard to his Glory, 
and to the World, that depended 
on his Courage and Conduct. Bur 
he made no other Reply to all 
their Supplications but this, That 
he had now no more Butine{: tor 
Glory ; and for the World, it was 
a I rifle not worth his Care. Ge, 
(continu d he, lishing) and divide -it 
amongſt you ; and reap with Joy What 
you ſo vainly prize, and leave. me to my 
more welcome Degtin 19. 

'They then demanded what 
"__ ſhoud do, and whom- he 


wou'd 


i NE - | nor a airs. & <6 


| T8) 
il wou d conſtitute in his Room, that 

11 the Confuſion of ambitious Yourh 

and Power might not ruin their 

Order, and make them a Prey 

to the Enemy. He reply d, He 

wou'd not give nimlelt the Trou- 

ble----; bur wiſhd em ro chuſe 

the braveſt Man amongſt em, ler 

his Quality or Birth be whar ict 

wou'd : For, O my Friends (fatd he!) 

it is not Titles make Men brave, or 

good ; or Birth that beſtows Courage 

and Generofity, or makes the Owner 

[! happy. Believe this, When you behold 

| Oroonoko, the moft wretched, and 

abandon'd by Fortune, of all the Crea- 
tion of the Gods. So turning hims 

ſelf about, he wou d make no more 

Reply to all chey cou'd urge or 

i implore. 

{108 The Army beholding their Ot- 

My ficers return unlucceſsful; with fad 
Faces, and ominous Looks, thar 


prelag d 
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preſag'd no good Luck, ſufferd a 
thouland Fears to take Poſſeſſion of 
their Hearts, and the Enemy to 
come even upon em, before they 
wou d provide for their Safety, by 
any Defence; and though they 
were aſlurd by ſome, who. had a 
mind to animate em, that they 
ſhou'd be immediately headed by 
the Prince, and that in the mean 
time Aboan had Orders to com- 
mand as General ; yer they were 
ſo diſmay d for want of that great 
Example of Bravery, that they 
cou'd make bur a very feeble Res 
ſiſtance ; and ar laſt, downeright, 
fled before the Enemy, who pur- 
{ud 'em ro the very Tents, killing 
'em: Norcou'd all Aboan's Cou- 
Tage, which that Day gaind him 
immortal Glory, ſhame *em into 
a Manly Defence of themſelves. 
1 he Guards that were lefc behind, 
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Soldiers flee before the Enemy , 


the Plain, in great Diſorder, made 
ſuch Out-cries as rouz d the Prince 
from his amorous Slumber, in 
which he had remaind buryd for 
rwo Days, without permitting any 
Suſtenance to approach him : Bur, 
in {pight of all his Relolutions, he 


thar Degree, as to make him in- 
ſenſible of the Danger of his Ar- 
my ; and in that Inſtant | ne leapd 
from his Couch, and cry'd, --Com?, 
if, we muſt die, [et 1:5- meet. Death the 
nobleſt Way ; and "twill be more like 
Oroonoko. to encounter him at- an Ar - 
my's Head, oppoſing the Torrent. of a 

it |! CONquerms Foe: than | 1Z1ty, on a Couch, 

þ |, to Wait his lingerins Pleaſure, and lie 
\ every Moment by a thouſand wreckins 
Thouzht ; or. be tamely taken by an 


716 - [ 
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about the.Princes Tent, ſeeing the 


and ſcatter themſelves all over 


had not the Conſtancy of Griet to 


— —_ 
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Enemy, and led a whinins, Love-fick 
Slave, to adorn the Triumphs of Ja- 
moan, that youn?2 Victor, who alreas 
dy u enter'd beyond the Linits 1 bad 
preſcrib d him. 

While he was ſpeaking, he ſuf- 
fer d his People to dreis him for 
the Field ; and ſallying out of his 

Pavillion, with more Lite and Vi- 
COUr 1N his Countenance than ever 
heſhew d,heappeard like ſome Dij- 
vine Power deſcended to ſave his 
Country from Deſtruction;and his 
People had purpoſely put him on 
all chings that migat make him 
ſhine with molt Splendor, to ſtrike 
a reverend Awe intotheBeholders. 
He flew 1nto the thickeſt of thoſe 
that were purluing his Men ; and 
being animated wich Deſpair, he 
| fought as it he came on purpole 
to diz, and did ſuch things as will 


Not be believd that Humane 
G Strength 
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Strength cou'd perform ; and ſuch 
as ſoon inſpird all the reſt with 
new - Courage, and new Order : 
And row 1t was, that they. began 
to fight indeed ; and fo, asf they 
wou'd not be out-done, even by 
their adord Hero; who turning 
the Tide of the Victory, changing 
abloltutely the Fare of the Day, 


o1ind- an entire Conquelt ; . and 


Urooono having the good Fortune 
to ſingle out Jamoan, he took him 
Prifoner with his own Hand, ha- 
viis wounded him almoſt to 


death. 


This ;-moan afterwards became 
very dear to him, being a Man 
very vallant, and of excellent 
Graces, and fine Parts ; ſo that he 
never put him amongſt the Rank 
of Captives, as ;they us'd to do, 
vwithour diſtin&ion, for the com- 
ron Sale,or Market ; but kept him 

in 


LY 


R - "it . 
» 


\ 


Co 


in his own Court, where he rt- 
cain d nothing af the Preoner . 
but the Name, and return d no 
more into his own Country, io 
great an Aﬀection he took tor 
Oroonoko ; and by a tnouſand 'I ales 
and Advencures of Love and G. LL= 
lantry, flatrer'd his Ditcale of 
Melancholy and Laoguithment ; 
which I have ofcen heard him oy, 
had certainly killd him, but tor 
the Converlation of this Prince 
and Aboan, the French Governor he 
had from lis Childbood, of wiom 
| have ſpoken betoxe, and who 
was a Man of admirable Wit, 
oreat Ingenuity ana Learming ; 
all which he had intus d inco his 
young Pupti. This French-Man 
was baniih d ont of his own Coun- 
try, for forme Heretical Notions 
he held ; and though he was a 
Man of very little Religion, hg 
iG 1 bad 
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had admirable Morals, and a brave 
Soul. 

After the total Defeat of 7a- 
moans Army, which alt fled, or 
_ were left dead upon the Place, 
they {pent ſome time in the 
Camp ; Oroonoko chufing rather to 
remain a while there in his Tents, 
t:1an enter into a Place, or live 1n 
a Court where he had lo lately 
{ufierd lo great a Loſs. The Ot- 
hcers therefore, who law and 
knew his Cauſe of Diſcontent, in- 
vented all forts of Diverſions and 
Sports, T0 entertain their Prince : 
So that what with thole Amuzes 
ments abroad, and others at home, 
that 1s, within their Tents, with 
tne Perlwaſjons, Arguments and 
Care of his Friends and Servants 
that he more peculiarly priz'd, he 
wore off in time a great part of 
that Shagrim, and Torture of De- 


ſpair, 


| 
( 
Y 
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fpair, which the firſt Efforts of I- 
moinda's Death had given him : Ins 
ſomuch as having receiv d a thou- 
ſand kind Embaſſies from the 
King, and Invitations to return ro 
Court, he obeyd, though with 
no little ReluRtancy ; and when 
he did ſo , there was a viltble 
Change in him, and for a long 
time he was much more melans- 
choly than before. Burt Time 
leflens all Extreams, and reduces 
em to Mediums and Unconcern ; 
bat no Motives or Beauties , 
though all endeavour'd it, cou'd 
engage him in any lorr of Amour, 
though he had all the Invita- 
tions to It, both from his own 
Youth, and others Ambitions and 
Defigns. 

Oroonoko was no loqner return d 
trom this laſt Conqueſt, and re- 
 feiyd art Court with all the Joy 
G 3 and 
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and Magnificence that coud be 
>xprels J. wo a young Victor, who 

was not only return d criumphant, 

but belovd like a Deity, when 

there arriv a in the Port an Engliſh 


i his Perſon had often before 
2PeN 11 thele C 'ountries, and was 
very velt :nown to Oremoks, with 


whom he had trafickd for Slaves, 


LEI , 
2d had nid to do the = 1eC with 
4 


. 
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This Commander was a Man 
of 2 kfner fort of Adarels, and 
Converſation, better bred, and 
more engaging, 7140 moſt of that 
fort of Men are; fo that he ſeem d 
rather never to have been bred 
Out of a Court, than almolt all his 
Lite at Sea. This Captain there- 
fore was always be LET receiv at 


I 


_ ? mA ; _ 
COtre, Can molt of Y C { ragers 
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eſpecially by Oroonoko, who - was 
more civilizd, according to the 
European Mode, than any orher 
had been, and took more Delight 
in the White Nations; and, above 
all, Men of Parts and Wic. To 
this Captain he fold abundance of 
his Slaves; and for the Favour 
and Eſteem he- had for him, 
made him many Preſents, an 6b- 
lig'd him to {tay at Court as longs 
as poſſibly he cond. Which the 
Captain feemd to take as a very 
oreat Honour done him, ecater- 
taining the Prince every I1y wich 
Globes and Maps, and Mache:nas 
tical Dilcourles and ln{trimneyrce ; 
cating, drinking, hurting and 11- 
ving with him with fo much Fimi- 
larity, that it was 2G6t to be dowu3r- 
ed, but he had grind very orear- 
ly upon the Heart of this gilianr 
young Man. And tie Caprain, 
G | 
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in Return of all theſe mighty Fa- 
vours, befought the Prince to þo- 
nour his Veſlel with his Preſence, 
ſome Day or other, to Dinnex, 
before he ſhoud fer Sail ; which 
he condeſcended ro accept, and 
appointed his Day. The Ca- 
Ptain, on his part, faild nor to 
have all things in a Readinels, in 
the molt magnificent Order he 
cou'd polſibly: And the Day 
being come, the Captain, in his 
Boar, richly adorn'd wich Car- 
pets and Velver-Cuthions, row d 
ro the Shoar to receive the Prince ; 
with another Long-Boat, where 
was placd all his Muſick and 
Trumpets, with which Orooneks 
was extreamly delighted ; who 
met him on the Shoar, attended 
by his French Governor, Jamoan, 


= EF 


Aboan, and about an hundred of 


the nobic{t of the Youths of the 
Court : 


(89) 

Court : And after they had firſt 
carry d the Prince on Board, the 
Boats fetch d the reſt off ; where 
they found a very ſplendid Trear, 
with all forts of fine Wines; and 
were as well cncertaind, as 'twas 
poſſible 1a fuch a place to be. 

The Prince having drunk hard 
of Punch, and ſeveral Sorts of 
Wine, as did all the reſt (for great 
Care was taken, they ſhou'd want 
nothing of that part of the Enter- 
rainment) was very merry, and in 
great Admiration of the Ship, for 
he had never been in one before ; 
ſo that he was curious of behol- 
ding every place, where he de- 
cently might deſcend. The reft, 
no leſs curions, who were not 
quite overcome with OY 

rambld at their pleaſure F and 
Aft,. as their Fancies guided em : 
So that the Captain, who had 

- well 


\(90) 
well laid his Deſign before, gave. 
the Word, and leizd on all his 
Guelts ; they clapping great Irons 
{uddenly on the Prince, when he was 
leapd down 1n the Hold, to view 


FD bl part of the Veſſel ; and locking 


him talt down, ord him. The 
ſame Tr eachery was usd to ail the 
reſt; and all in one Inſtant, in 
{ſeveral places of the Ship, were 
laſhd faſt in Irons, and betray'd 
ro Slavery. I hat great Deſign 
over, they ſet all dds to work 
Lo $72 Sail ; and with as treache- 
rous and tair a Wind, they made 
from the Shoar with this innocent 
and glorious Prize, who thought 
of nothing els than ſuch an Enter- 
tainment. 

Some have commended this Act, 
25 brave, in the Captain ; buc I will 


ſpare my Sence of it, and leave it to 


my Reader, to judge as he pleales. 
| it 
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It may be eahily aueſsd, in 
what manner the Prince reſented 
this Indignity, who may be beſt 
reſembl'd wo a Lion taken in a 
Toll ; lo he ragd, to he : ftruggld 
for Liberty, bur all in Vain; and 
they had 1o wilely manag d * his 
Ferrers, that he cond not us a 
Hand in his Detence, to quit him- 
{elf of a Lite that road by no 
Means endure Slavery ; nor cou'd 
he move from the Piace,. where 
he was tyd, to any ſolid part of 
the OY apankk which he might 
have beat hi; Head, and have f1- 
mi{h'd his Di:zrace that way : So 
that being deprived of all other 
means , he reſolved to periſh for 
want of Food : And pleated at 
laſt with thar Thought, and roild 
and tired by Rage and Indigna- 
tion, be laid him (elf down, and 
ſullenly rclolved upon dying ; 


and 
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and refuſed all things that were 
brought him. 

This did not a little vex the 
Captain, and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe, he found almoſt all oft em 
of the fame Humour ; fo that 
the loſs of ſo many brave Slaves, 
ſo tall and goodly to behold, 
wou'd have been very conſ1dera- 
ble: He therefore. order d one 
to g0 from him (for he wou'd nor 
be leen himlelf) ro Oroonoko, and 
to allure him he was afflicted for 
having raſhly done ſo unholpi- 
table a Deed, and which cou'd 
not be now remedied, (ince they 
were far from ſhore ; but ſince he 
reſented it in ſo bigh 2 nature, 
he aflurd him he wou'd revoke 
is Reſolution, and let both him 
and his Eican a-ſhore on the 
next Land they {hond touch at ; 


and of this ag Meſlenger _ 
him 


- ; 
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him his Oath, provided he woud 
reſolve to live: And Oroonoko , 
whoſe Honour was ſuch zs he ne- 
ver had violated a Word in his Lite 
himſelf, much leſs a toiemn Afe- 
yeration; believd in an inſtant 
what this Man ſaid, bur res 
ply'd , He expected for a Confir- 
marion of this, to have his ſhame- 
ful Fetters dilmilsd. This De- 
mand was carried. to the ( aptain, 
who return d him anſwer, Thar 
the Offence had been ſo great 
which he had pur upon the Prince, 
that he durſt not truſt him with 
Liberty while he remained in the 
Ship, for fear leſt by a Valour 
nacural to him, and a Revenge 
that would animate that Valour, 
he might commit ſome Outrage 
tacal ro himlelt and the King his 
| Maſter, to whom his Vellel did + 


belong. ' To this Orooneko replis- 
ed, 


( 94 ) 2Þ 


ed, he would engage his Honour 


to "OM himlelt in all friendly 


Order and Manner, and obey 
the Command eſ:the ( aptain, as 
he was Lord of the Kmer's Veſſel, 
and General of thoje Men under 
his Command. 

This was deliverd to the {till 
doubting { aptain, who could not 
reſolve to trult a Heathen he faid, 
upon his Parole , a Man that had 
no {ence or notion a7; che God that 
he Worſhippd. - Orooneko then res 
plied, He was very lorry to hear 
that the Captain pretended to tie 


Knowledge and Worthip of any 


Gods, ww Pang? ad caught kin no bet: 
ter Principles, chan not to Credit 
as he w ould 1 be Credited : bur 
they told him the Difference of 
hd Faith occafion'd thar Diftruſt : 
For the Captain had proteited to 


him upon the Word of a Chriſtian, 
and 
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and {worn in the Name of a 
Great GOD; which if he thou.d 
violate, he would expect eternal 
Torment in the World ro come. 
Is that all the Obligation he has to be 
Tuſt to his Oath , replied Orooncko 2 
Let him know 1 Swear by my Honour, 
Which to violate , wou d not only ren- 
der me contemptible and deſpiſed by 
all brave and honeſt Men, and ſo 
give my ſelf perpetual pam , but it 
wou'd be eternally offending and <1 
eaſmg all Mankind, harmms, betray- 
ing , crcumventing and outraging all 
Men ; but Punſhments hereafter are 
ſuffer '4 by ones /elf ; and the World 
taRes no cognizances Whether this — 
have revenged em, or not , tis done 
fo ſecretly, and deferrd fo long : 
White the Man of no Honour, jufs 
 fers every. moment the ſcorn and cons 
tempt of the honeſter World,and dies eve- 
ry day 19nommionſly in bis Fame, which 
b5 


43 9s. 


i5 more valuable than Life : T ſpeak. 
not this to move Belief, but to [hew 
you how you miltake, when you ima- 
gine, That be Sho will Violate his 
Honour, Will keep bis Word with his 
Gods. So turning from him with 
a diſdainful ſmile, - he refuſed 
ro anſwer him, when he urgd 
him to know what Anſwer he 


| ſhon'd carry back to his Captain ; 


ſo that he departed withour ſay- 
NT ALy More. 

lhe (aptam pondering and 
conlulting what ro do, it was 
concluded that nothing but Orecos 
noko's Liberty wou'd | encourage 
any of the ref toecar, except the 
French-rxan, whom the Captain 
coud not pretend to keep Prito- 
ner , but only told him he was 
ſecured becauſe he might act 
ſomething in favour of the Prince, 


but that he ſhoud be freed as ſoon 


as 
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as they came to' Land. -* $o that” 
they concluded it' wholly necefſa-' 
ryito free the Prince from his'T- 
rons, that he might {how himſttt. 
to'rae reſt'; that they might have 
an Eye upon him, . and that they 
cou'd nor'tear a fingle Man, 7 

This being reſolvd, to make 
che Obligation the greater, the 
Captain himſelf went to Oroono- 
ko ; "where, atter many Comple- 
ments, and Aſſurances of aha he 
had already promis'd,” he: recei- 
ving from the Prince his Parole, 
and his Hand, * for his 800d! 
Behaviour , difnils d his Irons, 
and brought him to his' own Ca- 
bin; where, after having created 
and 'reposd him a while, for he 
had neither eat nor ſlept in four 
Days before, he belought him to 
viſic choſe obſtinate People in 


Chains, who refus'd all manner 
H LL 
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of Suſtenance 3 - and intreated him 
ro oblige em to eat, and aſſure 
'em of how Liberry the fcft * Of 
portunity. 

Orcmoko, who was r00 cene- 
rous, not to give Credit to his 
Words, ſhew'd himſelf to his Peos 
ple, who were tranſported with 
Exceſs of Joy at the fight of theit 
Darling Prince; falling, at his 


Feer, and kiſſing: and 6. ie 


em ; belienw.. as ſome Divine 
Oracle, all he aflurd em. Bur 
he beſought 'em to bear their 
Chains with thar Bravery that be- 
came thoſe whom he had ieen at 
ſonobly in Arms ; and that they 
coud nor give him greater Proofs 
of their Love and Friendſhip , 
ſince twas all the Security the 
Captain ( his Friend ) cou'd have, 

againſt the Revenge, he ſaid, they 
Nog poſhbly jultly rake, for the 


Injuries 


( 999 
Injuries fuſtain'd by him. And 
they all, with one Accord, al- 
ſurd him, they con'd nor luffer 
enough, when it was for his Re- 
pole and Safcty. 

After this they no longer re- 
fusd ro eat, but took what was 
brought 'em , and were pleas'd 
with their Captivity, fince by it 
they hop'd to redeem the Priace, 
who, all che reſt of the Voyage, 
was treated with all the Reſpect 
due to his Birth, though nothing 
cou d divert his Melancholy ; and 
he woud ofren {1gh for [momda, and, 
think this a Puniſhment due to his 
Misfortune, in baving lefc that no- 
ble Maid behind him, that fatal 
Night, in the Otan, when he fed 
to the /Camp. 

Pollels'd with a thouſand 
Thoughts of p,*t Joys wich chis 
fair young Perſon, and a thouland 

H 2 Gricts 
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Griefs for her eternal Loſs, he en- 
 dur'd a tedious Voyage, and ar 
| | laſt arriv'd at the Mouth of the 
| River of Surmam, a Colony be- 
| longing to the King of England, 
and where they were to deliver 
ſome part of cheir Slaves. There 
the Merchants and Gentlemen of 
the Country going on Board, to 
demand thole Lots of Slaves they 
had already agreed on; and, a- 
mongſt thoſe, the Over-{eers of 
thole Plantations where I then 
þ chanc'd to be, the Captain, who 
| had given the Word, order d his 
Men tro bring up thole noble 
Slaves in Fetters, whom I have 
ipoken of ; and having put em, 
tome in one, and lome in other 
Lots, with Women and Children 
(which they call Pickanmees,) they 
fold 'em off, as <!1ves, to ſeveral 
Merchants and Gentlemen ; not 

, putting 
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putting any two in one Lot, be- 
caule they wou'd ſeparate *em far 
from each other ; not daring to 
truſt em together, leſt Rage and 
Courage ſhou'd put 'em upon con- 
triving ſome great Action, to the 
Ruin of the Colony. 

Oroonoko was firſt ſeiz d on, and 
ſold ro our Over-leer, who had 
the firſt Lot, with teventeen more 
of all forts and ſ1zes, but nor one 
of Quality with him. When he 
ſaw chis, he found what they 
meant; for, as [I laid, he under- 
ftood Engliſh pretty well ; and be- 
ing wholly unarmd and detence- 
leſs, fo as it was in vain to make 
any Reſiſtance, he only beheld the 
Caprain with a Look all fierce and 
dildainful, upbraiding him with 
Eyes, that forc'd Blaſhes on oe 
We Cheeks, he only cry d, 

paſſing over the Side of the Ship, 
H 2 Fare- 
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Farewel, Sir : "Tis worth my Suffe” 
yg, to gain ſotrue a Knowledge both 
of you, an of your Gods by whom you 


ſwear. And deliring thoſe that 


held him to forbear their pains, 
and telling 'em he woud make no 
Rel tance, he cry d, Come, my Fel- 
low-Slaves; let as deſcend, Sad ſee if | 
We can IPs With more Honotr and Hoz 
nezty m the next World we ſhall touch 
#pon. So he nimbly leapd into the 
Boat, and ſhewins no more Con- 


-ern, {ufferd himlelt co be row d 


vp the River, with his ſeventeen 


Companions. 
The Gentleman that bought him 
was a young (ermifh Gentleman, 


whole Name was Trefry; a Man of 


great Wir, and hne Learning, and 
was carry d into thoſe Parts by the 
Lord------ Governor, to manage 
all his Aﬀairs. He refleting ON 
the laſt Words of Orconcko to the 


Captain, 
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Captain, and beholding the Rich- 
neſs of his Veſt, no ſooner came 
into the Boat, bur he fix'd his Eyes 
on him ; and finding ſomething ſo 
extraordinary in his Face, his Shape 
and Mien, a Greatneſs of Look, 

and Haughtineſs i in his Air,and fin 
ding he ſpoke Engliſh, had & great 
mind to be enquiring into his Qua- 
liry and Fortune ; which, though 
Oroonoko endeavour d to hide, by 


only confefſing he was above the 


Rank of common Slaves, Trefry 
ſoon found he was yer ſomething 
greater than ne conteſs'd; and 
from that Moment began to con- 
ceive lo vaſt an Eſteem for him, 
that he ever after lov'd him as his 
deareſt Brother, and ſhew'd him 
all the Civilities due to ſo great a 
Man. 

Trefy y was 4 very good Mathe- 
matician, and a Linguiſt ; cou'd 


H 4 ſpeak 
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{þ eak. French and Spaniſh and In 
þ three Days they remain d in the 
Boat (for {0 long were they going 
from the Ship, to the Plantation) 
he entertain'd Oroonoko fo agreeably 
with his Art and Diſcourle, that he 
was noleſs pleasd with Trefry, than 
he was with the Prince ; and he 
thought himſelf, ar leaſt, fortunate 
in this, toat {ince he was a Slave, 
as long :5 he woud ſuffer himſelf 
to remain {o, he had a Man of fo 
excellent Wit and Parts for a Va- 
fter : So that before they had fi- 
niſh'd their Voyage up the River, 

he made no ſcruple of declaring to 
Trefry all his Fortunes, and moſt 
part of what | have here related, 
and pur himſelt wholly into rhe 
Hands af his new Friend, whom 
he found reſenting all ha Injuries 
po done him, and was charm d 
with all he Greatneſſes of his A- 
__ctions; 
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ions ; which were: recited with 
that Modeſty, and delicate Sence, 
as wholly vanquiſhd him, and ſab- 
dud him to his Intereſt. And he 
promis d him on his Word and Ho- 
nour, be woud find the Means to 
re-conduct him to his own Coun- 
try again : afluring him, he had a 
pertect Abhorrence of lodiſhonous 
rable an Action ; and that he wou'd 
ſooner have dy d, than have been 
the Author of ſuch a Perhdy. He 
found the Prince was very much 
concernd to know what became 
of his Friends, and how they took 
their Slavery ; ; and Trefry pro- 
, misd to take care abour the enqui- 
_ ring alter their Condicion,and that 
he ſhou'd have an Account of em. 
Though, as Oroonoko afterwards 
{4id, he had little Reaſon to credit 
the Words of a Backearary, yer he 
Knev not Way ; bur he ſaw a kind 


of 
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of Sincerity,and awful Trath in the 
Face of Trefry ; he ſaw an Honeſty 
in his Eyes, and he found him 
wiſe and witty enough to under- 
ſtand Honour ; for it was one of 
his Maxims, .A Man of Wit cou d not 
be a Knave or /1llam. 

In their paſſage up the River, 
they put in at ſeveral Houſes for 
Refreſhment ; and ever when they 
Tanded, numbers of People wou'd 
flock to behold this Man ; not but 
cheir Eyes were daily entertain'd 
with the ſight of Slaves, bur the 
| Fame of Oroonoko was gone before 
i? him, and all People were in Admi- 
| ration of his Beauty. Beſides, he 
' had a rich Habit on, in which he 
| wastaken,ſo different from the reſt, 
| and which the Captain cou'd not 
ſtrip him of, becauſe he was forc d 
- to ſurprize his Perſon in the Minute 
| | he fold him. When he found his 

p Habit 


Cn 
| Habic made him liable, as he 
thought, to be gazd ar the more, 
he begg d Trefry to give him ſome- 
thing more befitting a Slave; which 
he did, and took off his Robes. Nes 
vertheleſs, he ſhone through all ; 
and his O/enbrigs (a fort of brown 
Hoelland Suic he had on) coud not 
conceal the Graces of his Looks 
and Mien ; and he had no leſs Ad- 
mirers, than when he had his daze- 
ling Habit on : The Royal Youth 
appear'd in {pight of the Slave, and 
People cou d not help treating him 
after a diftkerent manner, without 
defigning it : As ſoon as they ap- 
proach'd him, they venerated and 
eſteem'd him ; his Eyes inſenſfibly 
commanded Reſpect, and his Be- 
haviour infinuated ic into every 
Soul. So that there was nothing 
talk'd of but this young and gallang 
Slave,even by thoſe who yer knew 
not that he was a Prince. 
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I ought to tell you, that the Chyi- 
ſtians never buy any Slaves but they 
oive 'em ſome Name of their own, 
cheir native ones being likely very 
barbarous, and hard to pronounce ; 
ſo that Mr. Trefry gave Oroonoko that 
of Cejar ; which Name will live in 
that Country as long as that (ſcarce 
more) glorious one of the great 
Roman ; for tis moſt evident, he 
wanted no part of the Perſonal 
= Courage of that Ce/zr, and acted 
| 4 hg as memorable, had rhey 
| been done in ſome part of the 
| 
| 
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Wor'd -repleniſhd with People, 
and Hiſtorians, that might have 
given him his due. But his Mit- 
fortune was, to fall in an obſcure 
World, that afforded only a Fe- 
male Pen to celebrate his Fame : 
though I donbt not bur it had liv d 
from others Endeavours, if the 
Dutch, who, inmediately after his 

Time, 
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Time, took that. Country, had 
not killd, baniſhd and diſfpersd 
all choſe that were capable of gi- 
ving the World this great Man's 
Life,much better than I have done. 
And, Mr. Trefry, who delignd it, 
dy 'd before he began it ;, and be- 
moan himſelf tor not having un- 
dertook it in time. 


For the fucure therefore, I miſt 


call Oroonoko, Ceſar, ſince 'by that 
Name only he was known in our 


Weſtern World, and by that 


Name he was recelv d on Shoar at 


Parham- Houſe, where he was de- 
ſtin'd a Slave. Bur it the King 
himſelf (God bleſs him) had come 
a-{hore, there cou d not have been 
greater Expectations by all the 
whole Plantation, and thoſe 
neighbouring ones, than was on 
Ours at that time ; and he was re- 
ceiv'd more like a Governor, than 

a Slave. 
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z Slave. * Notwithſtanding, as the 
Cuſtom was, they aſſign' Ty his 
Porcion of Land, his Houfe, and 
his Buſineſs, up in the Plantation. 
But as it was more for Form, than 
any Deſign, to put him to his 
Task, he endurd no more of the 
Slave but the Name, and remain d 
{ome Days in the Houle, receiving 
all Viſts that were made him , 
without ſtirring towards that part 
of the Plantation where the Ne- 

groes were. 
Art laſt, he woud needs go 
view his Land, his Houſe, and 
the Buſineſs affign d him. But he 
no ſooner came to the Houſes of 
the Slaves, which are like a little 
Town by ir ſelf, che Negroes all ha- 
ving let: Work, bur they all canze 
forch to behold him, and found he 
was that Prince who had, at ſeve- 
ral times, ſold moſt of 'em to thele 
Parts 5 
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Parts; and, from a Veneration 


= pay to great Men, eſpecially 
if they know em, and from the 

Surprize and Awe they had at the 
ſight of him, they all caſt theme 
he: at his Feet, crying out, in 
their Language, Live, 0 King ! 
Long live, 0 King! And kiffting 
his Feet, paid him even Divine Hoe 
mage. 

Several Engliſh Gentlemen were 
with him ; and what Mr. Trefry 
had told em, was here confirm'd ; 
of which he himſelf before had ao 
other Wicneſs than ( «ſar bimſelt : 
But he was infinitely glad to find 
his Grandure confirm'd by the A- 
| doration of all the Slaves. 

Ceſar troubl d with their Over- 
Joy, and Over-Ceremony, bes 
ſought em to riſe, and to receive 
him as their Fellow-Slave; aſſuring 
them, he was no better. At which 

they 
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they ſet up with one Accord a mioſt 
terrible and hidious Mourning and 
condoling, which he and the Bn- 
gliſhhad much a-do to appeaſe ; bur 
at laſt they prevail'd with 'em, and 
they prepard all their barbarous 
Muſick, and every one kill'd and 
dreſs'd ſomething of his own Stock 
(for every Family has their Land a* 
part, on which, at their laſure- 
times,they breedalleatable things;) 
and clubbing it together, Es of a 
moſt magnificent Supper, inviting 
their Grandee Captain, their Prince, to 
honour it with his Preſence ; which 
he did, and ſeveral Engliſh with 
him ; where they all waited ' on 
him, ſome playing, others dancing 


| before him all the time, accor- 


ding to the Manners of their ſeyet 
ral Nations ; and with unwearied 
Induſtry, endeavouring to pleaſe 


and delight him. 
While 


[4 
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While they ſar at Meat Mr.7 ref- 
ry cold C #lar , that molt of theſe 
youns Slaves were undon in Love, 
with a fine ſhe Slave , whom they 
had had about Six Months on their 
Land :;-rhe Prince, who never heard 
the Nai. of Love :rhout a'Sigh, 
nor any mention of it without the 
Curiofity of cxumiming further 1n- 
to that tale, which of all Diſcour- 
ſes was moſt agrecable to him, 
asked, how they came to be fo 
Unhappy, as to be all Undon for 
one fair Slave © 7refry, who was 
naturally Amo:ous, and lov'd to 
calk of Love as well as anv body, 
proceeded to tell him , thev had 
the moit charming Black that ever 
was bcheld on thu Plantation, 
about Fitreen or Sixteen Years old, 
as he gucit ; that, tor ns part, hz 
had donc nothing but Sigh for her 
K eVCr * 
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ever fince ſhe care ; and that all 
the white Beautys he had ſeen, ne- 
ver charm'd hin fo abſolutely as 
this fine Creature had done; and 
that no Man, of any Nation, ever 
beheld her,that did not fall in Love 
with her ; and that ſhe had all che 
Slaves perpetually at het Feet ; 

and the whole Country reſounded 
with the Fame of C/emene, tor ſo, 
ſd he, we have Chriſt'ned her : 
Burt the denv's us all with ſuch a 
noble Diſdain, that 'is a Miracle 
to fcc, that ſhe, who can give ſuch 
cternal Delfircs, ſhou'd herſclt be 
all Ice, and all Unconcern. She 1s 
adorn'd with the moſt Gracctul 
Modeſty that ever beautityed 
Fouth 53 the ſofteſt Sigher —— 
that, 1f ſhe were Capablc of Love, 


one would ſwear ſhe languith'd 


for ſome abſent happy Ma 3 and 
{0 
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ſo retir d, as 1f the fear d a Rape 
cven from the God of Davy 3 or 
that the Breezes would itcal Kiſſes 
from her dclicate Mouth Her 
Task of Work ſome {t1ghing Lover 
every day makes 1t his Petition to 
perform for her, which ſhe excepts 
bluſhing, and with reluctancy , 
for fear he will ask her a Look for 
a Recompence , which he darcs 
not preſume to hope 3 fo great 
an Awe ſhe ſtrikes into the Hearts 
of her Admurers. I do not wonder, 
replied the Prince, that Cl-mene 
ſhou'd refuſe Slaves, being as you 
ſay ſo Beautiful, but wonder how jhe 
eſcapes thoſe who can emertain hey 
as you can do; or why, being your 
Slawe, you do not oblige her tc yield. 
I confeſs, ſaid Trefry, when I have, 
againſt her will, entertain her with 
love ſo long, as io be tranſporied 
K-34 with 
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with my Paſſion even above Decen- 
cy, I have been ready to make uſe 
of thoſe advantages of Strength and 
Force Nature has given me. But oh ! 


ſhe diſarms me, with that Modeſty 
and Weeping fo tender and ſo mo- 


wing, that I retire, and thank my 
Stars ſhe overcame me. The Com- 
pany laught at Iis Civility to a 
Slave, and Ceſar only applauded 
the nobleneſs of his Paſſion and 
Nature ; fince that Slave might 
be Noble, or, what' was better, 


have true Notions of Honour and 


Vertue in her. Thus paſt they 
this Night, after having Sed 
from the Slaves, all imaginable 


| Refpect and Obcdience. 


The next Day 7 refry ask'd Ceſar 


_ towalk, whea the heat was allay'd, 


ind deſ13nedly carried him by the 


| Cottage of the fair Slave ; 2 


told 
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told him, ſhe whom he ſpoke of 
laſt Night Iiv'd there retir'd. But, 
ſays hc, I would not wiſh you t0 ap- 
proach, for, I am ſure, you will be in 
Love as ſoon as you behold her. C eſfar 
aſſur'd him, he was proot againſt 
all the Charms of that Sex ; and 
that if he imagurd his Heart cou'd 
be ſo perfidious to Love again, 
after Imoinda, he belicy'd he ſhou'd 
cear it from his Boſom : They had 
4 ſooner ſpoke, bur a little ſhock 

Dog, that Clemene had preſented 
hey which ſhe took great Dehghr 
In, ran out 3 and ſhe, not know- 
ing any body was there, ran to 
get it 1n again, and bolted out 
on thoſe who were juſt Speak- 
ing of her : When ſeeing them, 
ſhe wou'd have run 1n again; bur 
Trefry caught her by the Hand, 
and cry'd, Clemenc, however yo 
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ftiy a Lower, you = to pay ſome Re- 


fpe jo this Stranger: ( pointing to 


Cefar ) But the, as 1f ſhe had re- 
foly'd never to raiſe her Eyes to 
the Face of a Man again, bent 
'em the more to the Earth, when 
he fpoke, and gave the Prince the 
Leaſurc to look the more at her. 


There needed no long Gazing, or 


Conſideration , to examin who 
this fair Creature was ; ne ſoon 
ſaw 7moinda all over her ; in a 
Minute he ſaw her- Face, her 
Shape, her Air, her Modeſty, and 
all that cal'd forth his Soul with 
jov art his Eyes, and Jett is Body 
deſtitute of almoſt Life ; it food 
wichout Motion, and, for a M1- 
nute, knew not that 1t had a Be- 
ing; and, | beheve, he had never 
come to hi:nielt, fo opprett he was 
with over-Joy, it he had not met 
WIE 


(135) 
with this Allav, that he percciv'd 
Imoinda fall dead in the Hands of 
Trefry : this awaken'd him, and 
he ran to her aid, and caught her 
in his Arms, where, by degrces, 
ſhe came to herſclt; and tis necd- 
icſs to teil with what tranſports, 
what extafies of Joy, they both a 
while beheld c:ch other, without 
Speaking ; then Snatchr each o- 
ther to their Arms; then Gaze 
agaln, as if they {till doubred whe- 
ther they poſleſs'd the Bicling : 
They Graſpt, buc when th-y re- 
covered their Speech, 'tis not to 
be imagin'd, what tender things 
they expreſt to cach other ; won- 
dering what ſtrange . Fate had 
brought 'em again together. They 
ſoon inforn\'d each other of their 
Fortunes, and cqually bewail'd 
their - Fate ; but, at the ſam: 

K 4 cime, 
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Pi ume, they mutually proteſted, that 
F! even Fetters and Slavery were 


t Soft and, Eaſy ; and wou'd be 
| ſupported with Joy and Pleaſure, 


Oroonoko., He ador'd the very 
Cottage where ſhe refided, and 
ſaid, That lictle Inch of the World 
wou'd give him more Happineſs 
than all the Univerſe cou'd do ; 
and ſhe vow'd, It was a Pallace, 
while adorn'd with the Preſence 
of Oroonoko. 

Trefry was infinitely pleas'd with 
this Noyel, and found this C/e- 


mene 


| | while they cou'd be ſo happy to 
Ti poſſeſs cach other, a1d to be able 
1 to make good cheir Vows. Caſar 
| {wore he diſdain'd the Empire of 
the World, while he cou'd behold 
| his Imoinda; and the deſpis'd Gran- 
| dure and Pomp, thoſe Vanities of 
her Sex, when ſhe cou'd Gaze on 
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mene was the Fair Miſtreſs of 
whom Ceſar had before ſpoke ; 
_ and was not a little ſatished, that 

Heaven was fo kind to the Prince, 
as to ſweeten his Misfortunes by 
ſo lucky an Accident; and leaving 
the Lovers to themſelves, was 1m- 
patient to come down to Parham 
Houſe, ( which was on the ſame 
Plantation ) to give me an Ac- 
count of what had hapned. I was 
as impatient to make theſe Lovers 
a Vitit, having already made a 
Friendſhip with Ceſar ; and from 
his own Mouth Jearn'd what 1 
have related , which was confir- 
med by his French-man, who was 
{ct on Shore to ſeek his Fortunes ; 
and of whom - they cou'd not 
make a Slave, becauſe a Chriſtian ; 
and he came daily to Fadia 


ill to {ce and pay his Reſpects 
(1 
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to his Puple Prizce : So that con- 
Cecrning and 1nciling my felt, 
in all that rclated to Ceſar, wiom 
I had atfir d of Liberty, as ſoon 


if as thc Governor arriv'd, I haſted 
F; preſently to the Place where the 
| Lovers were, and was infinitely 


glad to find this Beautiful young | 
S/ave ( who had alrcady gain'd | 
all our Eſteems, for her Modcfty | 
and her extraordinary Prettynels ) 
to be the ſame I had heard Ceſar 
fpcak fo much off. One may 
1magine then, we paid her a treble 

| Reſpect ; and though from her 
being carv'd in fine Flowers and 
Birds all over her Body, we took 
ler tO i ot Quality bctore, yet, 


when we knew Clemene was Imo- | | 
 inda, we coud not enough ad- | : 
mire her. | 


{ had forgot to icll you, thay | - 
tne(e | 
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thoſe who are Nobly born of that 
Country , are fo delicately Cut 
and Rac'd all over the fore-part 
of the Trunk of their! Bodies, that 
it looks as if it were/Japan'd ; the 
Works being. railtd like high 
Poynt round the Edges of the 
Flowers : Some are only Carv'd 
with a little Flower, or Bird, at 
the Sides of the Temples, as was 
Ceſar ; and thoſe who are fo 
Carv'd over the Body, rcſemble 
our Ancient Pifs, that are fi- 
gur'd 1n the Chromcles, but theſe 
Carvings are more dclicate. 

From thac happy Day Caſar 
took C lemene tor his Waite, to the 
gcneral Joy of all People: and 
there was as much Magnthcence 
As the Country wou'd afford at 
the Celebration of this Wedding: 
2nd in a very ſhort time after ſhe 
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conceily d with Child ; which | 


made Ceſar even adore her, | 


knowing he was the laſt of his | 
Great Race. This new Accident | 
made him more Impatient of Li- | 
berty, and he was every Day | 
treating with Trefry for his and | 
Clemene's Liberty ; and offer'd 
either Gold, or a vaſt quantity | 
of Slaves, which ſhou'd be paid | 
before they ler him go, provi- | 
ded he cou'd have any Security | 
that he ſhou'd go when his Ran- | 
ſom was paid : They fed him | 
from Day to Day with Promuſcs, | 
and delay'd him, till the Lord | 


Governor ſhou'd come ; ſo that | 


he began to ſuſpe&t them of | 
falſhood, and that they wou'd 
delay him tll the ctme of his 
Wives delivery, and make a Slave 
of that too, For all the Breed 1s 

theirs 
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| theirs to whom the Parents be- 


| 
; 


long: This Thought made him ve- 
ry uneaſy, and his Sullenneſs gave 
them ſome Jealouſfies of him ; fo 
that I was oblig'd, by ſome Per- 
ſons, who fear'd a Mutiny (which 
is very Fatal ſometimes 1n thoſe 
Colomics, that abound ſo with 
Slaves,that they exceed the Whites 
in vaſt Numbers ) to diſcourſe 
with Ceſar, and to give him all 
the Satisfaction I poſſibly cou'd ; 
they knew he and Clemene were 
ſcarce an Hour in a Day trom my 
Lodgings ; that they cat with me, 
and, that I oblig'd 'em 1n all 
things I was capable of : I enter- 
cain'd him with the Lives of the 
Romans, and great Men, which 
charnyd him to my Company ; 
| and her, with teaching her all the 
pretty Works that I was Miſtreſs 


oft ; 
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off; and telling her Stories of 
Nuns, and endeavoring to bring 


| her co the knowledge of the true 


God. Bur oi all Diſcourſes Ceſar 
Iik'd thac the worſt, and wou'd 
never be reconcil d to our No- 
cons of the Trinity, of which he 
ever made a Jeſt ; it was a Riddle, 
he ſaid, wou'd turn his Brain to 
conceive, and one cou'd not 
make him underſtand what Faith 
was. However, theſe Converſa- 


__ rions fail d not altogether ſo well 
to divert ſim, that he hkd the 


Company of us Women much 


above the Men ; for he coud 


not Drink ; and he 1s but an 1ll 
Companion 1n that Country that 
cannot : So that obliging him to 
love us very well, we had all the 
Liberty of Speech with him, cþf- 
pecially my fclf, whom he _ 

1s 
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his Great Miſtreſs ; and indeed 
my Word woud £0 a grcat way 
with him. For theſe Reaſons, I 
had Opportunity to take notice 
to him, that he was not well 
pleasd of late, as he usd to be ; 
was more rctir d and thoughttul ; 
and told him, I took 1t I!] he 
ſhoud Suſpect we wou d break 
our Words with him, and not 
permit both him 2nd Clemere 
to return to his 07/4 Kingdom, 
which was not ſo Joiz a way, 
but when he was oac: 34 his 
Voyage he wou'd quict!ly ar- 
rive there. He made m- ſome 
Anſwers that ſhew d a doubt 1n 
him , which made mc «@sk ium. 
what advantage 1t wou d be to 
doubt ? it would but give us a 
Fear of him, and poſlibly compel 
us to treat him fo as 1 ſhou d be 
very 
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very oath to behold : that is, it 
might occaſion his Confincment. 
Perhaps this was not ſo Luckily 
{poke of me , for I percerv'd he 
NEdoed chat Word, which l ſtrove 
co Soften again 1n vain : However, 
he afſur'd me, that whatſocver 
Reſolutions he ſhoud take , he 
wou'd Act nothing upon the 
White-People ; and as for my 
ſelt, and thoſe upon that Plan- 
tation where he was, he wou'd 
ſooner forfeit his eternal Liberty, 
and Litc 1t felt, than lift his Hand 
againſt his greateſt Enemy on that 
Fracc: He befoug he me to ſuffer 
no Fears upon his Account, for 
he cou'd do nothing that Honour 
ſhou'd not dictate ; but he ac- 
cus d himſcl]t for having ſuffer'd 
Slavery ſo long ; yet he charg d 
that weakneſs on Love alone, Bo 

was 
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was capable of making him neg- 
lect even Glory it felt; and, for 
which, now he reproches himſelt 
every moment of the Day. Mauch 
more to this effe&t he ſpoke, with 
an Air impatient enough to make 
me know he woud not be long 
in Bondage ; and though he ſut- 
ter'd only the Name of a Slave, 
and had nothing of the Toll and 
Labour of one, yet that was ſut- 
ficient to render him Unealy ; and 
he had been too long Idle, who 
us'd to be always in Action, and 
in Arms : He had a Spirit all 
Rough and Fierce, and that cou'd 
not be tam'd to lazy Reſt; and 
though all endeavors were usd 
to exerciſe himſelf in ſuch Actions 
and Sports as this World afforded, 
as Running, Wraſthng, Piching 
the Bar , Hunting and Fiſhing , 

L Chalting, 


_ Fwg6) 

Chaſing and Killing 7igers of a 
monſtrous S1zc, which this Con- 
tinent affords 1n abundance : and 
wonderful Szakes, ſuch as Alex- 
ander 1s reported to have incoun- 
ter d at the River of Amozors, 
and winch Ceſar took great De- 
light to overcome ; yet theſe 
were not Actions great enough 
for his large Soul, which was 
{till panting after more renown'd 
Action.. 

Before I parted that Day with 
him, I got, with much ado, a 
Promiſe from lum to reſt yet a 
little longer with Patience, and 
wait the coming of the Lord Go- 


vernor, who was every Day cx- 


pected on our Shore ; he afſurd 
me he wou'd , and tins Promuſc 
he defired me to know was given 
perfectly 1n Complaiſance to me, 

In 
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in whom he had an intire Con- 
fadence. 
After this, I neither thouzhr 
it Convenient to truit him munch 
out of our View, nor did the 
Country who feard him 5 but 
with one accord it was adyis'd 
to treat him Fairly, and oblige 
him to remain within ſuch a com- 
paſs, and that he ſhou d be per- 
mitted, as ſeldom as cou'd be, to 
80 UP to _ Plantations of che 
Neerocs ; , Xt URS £0 DC 
accompany d by ſome that ithou'd 
be rather 1n apPLarance __ 
dants than Spys. Tus Care was 
for ſome time taken, and c &[ar 
look'd upon 1t as 1 Mari of ex- 
cradiry Reſpect, and was 
glad his diſcontent had oblis y 
'em to be more obſervant te hin 
he received new affurance = Wh 
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the Overſeer, which was confir- 
mc to Inm by the Opinion of 
all the Gentlemen cf. the Coun- 
uy, who Mace their court to 
Mm: During this time that we 
had his Company more frequent- 
ly than hitherto we had had, it 
may not be unplcafant to relate 
wo you the Diverſions we cntcr- 
cad him with, or rather he 
us. 

My ſtay was to be ſhort 1n that 
Country, becauſe mv Father dy'd 
at Sea, and never arriv'd to Of 
ſs the Honour was defi 1nd 
In, ( which was Licutenant- Ge- 
neral of Six and - thirty Iflands, 
| belides the Continent of Swri- 
nam ) nor the advantages he 
hop'd to rcap by them ; fo thar 
though we were oblig' d to con- 
LLNUC ON OUT Voyage, we did not 

intend 
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intend to ſtay upon the Place : 


Though, in a Word, I mult ſay 
thus much of it, Thar certainly had 
his late Majeſt y,of ſacred Memory, 
but feen and known what'a vaſt 
and charming Worid he had been 
Maſter oft in that Continent, he 
would never have parted fo Ea- 
{ily with 1t to the Dutch. Tis 
a Continent whoſe vaſt Extent 
was never yet known, and may 


contain more Noble Fai than 
all tne Unrverfe beſides ; for. they 


{ay, 1t reaches from Et to Welt : 


one Way as far as China, and 
another to Peru © It affords all 
chings both for Bcauty and Utlc : 
'tis there Erernal Spring, always 
the very Months of April, May 
and Fane ; the Shades are perpe- 
tual, the Trees, bearing at once 
all degrees of Leaves and Fru:r, 
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from blooming Buds to ripe Au- 
_rumn 3 Groves of Orangcs, Lt- 
mons, Curons, Figs, Nutmegs , 
and noble Aromaricks, continual- 
ly bearing their Fragrancies. The 
Trees appcaring all ike Noſcgays 
adorn'd with Flowers of different 
kind ; ſome are all White, ſome 
Purple, ſome Scarlet, ſome Blew, 
ſome Yellow ; bearing, at the ſamc 
tine, Rine Fruit and Blooming 
Young, or producing cvery Day 
new: The very Wood of all theſe 
Trces have an intrinſick Value 
above common Timber ; for they 
are, when cut, of diffcrent Co- 
lours, glorious to behold ; and 
bear a Price conſiderable, © 11- 
lay withal. * Beſides this , they 
vicld rich Balm, and Gums 3 ſo 
that we make our Candles of 
ſuch an Aromartick SON 4s 
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does not only give a ſufficient 
Light, but, as they Burn , they 
calt their Perfurncs all avout. Ce- 
dar is the common Firing, and 
all the Houſes are built with it. 
The very Meat we eat, when {et 
on the Tabl:, if it be Native, I 
mean of the Country, pertumes 
the whoic Room ; eſpecially a 
little Beaſt cali'd an Armadilly, a 
thing which I can liken to -no- 
thing ſo well as a Rhinoceros ; tis 
all in white Armar fo joyntcd, 
that it moves as well 1a 1t, as if 
it had nothing on ; this Beaſt 1s 
about the bigneſs of a Pig. of 
Six Weeks old. Bur it were cnd- 
leſs to give an Account of all the 
divers Wondertull and Strange 
things that Country affords, and 
which we took a very grcat De- 
izght to £0 1n ſcarch of ; though 


L:4 thoſe 
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thoſe adventures are oftentimes 
Fatal and at leaſt Dangerous : But 
while we had Ceſar in our Com- 
pany on theſe Deſigns we fear'd 
no harm, nor ſuffer d anv. 

As ſoon as I came into the 
Country , the beſt Houſe 1n it 
was preſented me, call'd St. Fohr s 


Hill, It ſtood on a vait Rock of 
white Marble, at the Foot of 


which che River ran a vaſt depth 
down, and not. to be deſcended 
on that ſide ; the little Waves 
ſtill daſhing and waſhing the foot 


of this Rock , made the ſotreſt 


Murmurs and Purlings 1n the 
World ; and the Opoſite Bank was 


adorn'd with ſuch vaſt quant:- | 


tics of different Flowers eternally 
Blowing , and every Day and 


Hovr new, fenc'd behind 'em with 


lofty Trees of a Thouſand rarc 
Forms 
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iorms and Colours, that the Pro- 
ſpe&t was the moſt raving that 
Sands can create. On the Edge 
of this white Rock, towards the 
River, was a Walk or Grove of 
Orange and Limon Trees, about 
nalt the length of the Marl hear, 
whoſe Flowery and Fruity bear 
Branches meet at the top, and 
hinder d the Sun, whoſe Rays are 
very fierce there, from centering 
a Beam into the Grove ; and the 
cool Air that came from the R1- 
ver made 1t not only fit to en- 
certain Pcople 1n, at all the hot- 
reſt Hours of the Day , but re- 
freſhd the ſweet Bloſſoms , and 
made 1t always Sweet and * har- 
ming ; and furc the whole Globe 
of the World cannot ſhow fo de- 
Tighrful a Place as this Grove was: 


Not all the Gardens of boalſtcd 
| Italy 
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Italy cen preduce a Shade to out- 
VIC Ray which Nature had jovn'd 


with Art to render fo exceeding 


Finc ; and us a marvel to fee 
how ſuch vaſt Trees, as big as 
Enezliſh Oaks, cou d take footin: 
on fo ſolid a Rock, and 1m #5 
little Earth, as cover d that Kc 


bur all things by Nature t; 


arc Rare, Dclighttul and Wu, 


dertul. Bur to our Sports ; 


Sometimes we wou d go ſurpri- 
zing, and in ſearch of younz 
Tigers 1n ner Dens, watching 
when the old Ones went forth to 
forage for Prey ; and oftentimes 
we have been in great Danger, 


and have fled apace for our $053 


when furpriz d by tne Dams. Bur 
once, above all other times, we 


went on this Deftgr, and Ceſar 


was with us, who had no ſooner 


ſtol'n 
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itoln a young Tiger from her 
Neſt, but going oft, We 1NCOun- 
'icr'd the Dam, bearing a But- 
rock of a Cow, which he had torn 
off with his mighty Paw, and £0- 
ing with 1t cowands his Den ; we 
had only tour Women, C pa 
and an Engliſh Gentleman, Bro- 
ther to Harry Martin ,\ the great 
 Dliverian; we found there was no 
eſcaping this inragd and rave- 
nous Beaſt. However, we Wo- 
' men fled as faſt as we cou'd from - 
it; but our Heels had not ſav'd 
our Lives, it Ceſar had not laid 
down his Cab, when he found 
the Tiger quit her Prey to make 
the more ſpeed rowards him ; and 
taking Mr. Martins Sword dc- 
iir'd him to ftand aſide, or to]- 
low the Ladies. He obey'd hin. 
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Beaſt of might, ſize, and vaſt 
Limbs, who came with open Jaws 
upon him ; and fixing his Awtul 
{tern Eyes tull upon thoſe of the 
Beaſt, and putting Ihimfclt into 
a very {teddv and good aiming 
poſture of Defence, ran his Sword 
quite through Is Breaſt down 
to Iis very Heart , home to the 


Hilt of the Sword ; the dying. 


Beaſt ſtretch d forth her Paw, 
and going to graſp his Thigh, 
filepris d with Death in thar VC- 
rv moment, did him no other 
harm than fixing her long Naalls 
in lis Fleſh very deep, teebly 
wounded lim, but cou'd not 
graſp the Fleſh to rear oft anv. 
When he had done this, he hol- 
low'd to us to return ; wnich, 
atter ſore afſurance Ot hts Victo- 
ry, we did, and found lim lug- 
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e1ng out the Sword from the Bo- 
ſom of the Tiger , who was laid 
i her Bloud on the Ground : 
he took up the Cub, and with an 
unconcern, that had nothing of 
the Joy or Gladneſs of 2 OR 
he came and laid the Whelp 
my Feet : We all extreamly won- 
der'd at his Daring, and at the 
Bigneſs of the Beatt, which was 
about the Iighth of an Hetiter, 
but of nughty, grear, and ſtrong 
Limbs. 
Another time , being in the 
Woods, he kild a 7iger, which 
had long infeſted that parr, and 
born away abundance of Sheep 
and Oxcn, and other things , 
that were for the ſupport of choſ: 
to whom they belong'd ; abun- 
dance of Pcoplc aſſaiFd tis Beaſt , 
{ome affirming they had ihot her 
with 
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with ſeveral Bullets quite through 
the Body, at ſeveral times ; and 
ſome coca they ſhot her 
chrough the very Heart , and 
they if Ie 4 ſhe 'was a Devil 
- 1 than a Mortal thing. Ce- 
ſar, had often ſaid, he had a mind 
wo encounter this Monſter, and 
{poke with ſeveral Gentlemen who 
had attempted her ; one*crying, 
I ſhot her with fo many poy- 
ſon'd Arrows, another with Jus 
Gun 1n this part of her, and 

another in thar ; fo thar he Ce- 
marking all theſe Places where ſhe 
was hot, tancy'd {till he ſhou'd 
OVCFCOIMC her, by giving her ano- 
chcr ſorr'of a Wound than any had 
yet done; and one day ſaid { at 
che Table ) What Trophies Pa 
Garlands Ladies will you make me, 


if I bring you home the Heart of 
this 


(159) 
this Ravenous Beaſl, that eats up. 
all your Lambs and Pigs 2 We all 
promis'd he ſhou'd be rewarded 
at all our Hands. $o raking a 
Row. hich he chus'd out of 2 


greai 1+1vV, Ne WEN? uP In the 
Wouc h two G-ntlemen, 
WI 12. s Devouts 
rer £G iG act paſt 
Verv [| WE %S [2-a1v Cr 
Voice 112 atd grumoliig, 
as if ic plcasd with fome- 
thing | as doing; Whzn tacy 


Came 11 VIEW thy found her 
muzzling in the Bclly of a new 
' raviſh'd Sheep , which ſhe had 
torn open 3 and ſceing herſelf 
approach'd, ſhe took fa it hold of 
| her Prey , with her fore Paws, 
| and ſet a very fierce raging Louk 
on Ceſar, without offering to 
approach him ; for tear , ar the 

{ame 
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ſame time, of Joofing what the 
had in Poſſeſſion. . So that Ceſar 
remam'd a good whule, only ta- 
king aim, and getting an oppor- 
cunity to ſhoot her where he de- 
lign'd ; *twas ſome time before 
hc cou'd accompliſh it, and to 
wound her, and not kill her, 
wou d but have enrag d her more, 
and 1ndangecr'd lim : He had a 
Quiver of Arrows at Jus fide, 
ſo that if one fail d he cou d be 
{upply d ; at laſt, retiring a little, 
ne gave her Opportunity to car, 
tor he tound ſhe was Ravenous, 
and fell too as ſoon as the faw 
ſim rctre ; being more cagcr 
of her Prey than 'of doing new 
Miſchicts. When he going ſoftly 
ro one fide of her, and hiding 
h:s Perfon behind certain Her- 
bage that grew high and me 

he 
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he took ſo good aim, that, as he 
intended, he ſhot her juſt into 
the Eye, and the Arrow was 
ſent with ſo good a will, and fo 
fure a hand, thar 1c fruck in her 
Brain, and made her caper, and 
become mad for a moment or 
two ; bur being ſeconded by 
another Arrow, he tell dead up- 
on the Prey : Ceſar cut him Open 
with a Knife, to ſee where thoſe 
Wounds were that had been re- 
ported to him , and why he did 
not Die of em. Bur I ſhall now 
relate a thing that poſſibly will 
tind no Credit among Men, be- 
cauſe tis a Notion commonly 
recceiy'd with us, That nothing 
can receive a Wound 1n the 
Heart and Live ; but when the 
Heart of this courageous Animal 


was taken out, rhere were Seven 
M Bullets 
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Bullets of Lead in it, and the 
Wounds ſcam'd up with great 
Scars, and ſhe livd with the 
Bullets a great while, tor 1 was 
long ſince they were ſhot : This 
Hearc thc Conqueror brought 
up to us, and 'twas a very great 
Curioſity, which all che Country 
came to fſce; and which gave 
C xſar occaſion of m any fine Diſ- 
courſes; of Accidents 1n War and 
Strange Eſcapes. 

Ar other timcs he wou d £0 a 
Fiſhing ; and diſcourſing on that 
Diverſion , he found we had 1n 
chat Country a very' Strange 
Fiſh, calld , a Namb Fel, ( an 
Eel of which I have caten ) that 
while 1t 18 alive, it has a quality 
ſo Cold, that thoſe who are An- 
gling, though with a Line of nc- 


ver ſo great a length, with a Rod 
at 


( 163) 

at the end of it, 1t ſthail, in the 
ſame rnutce the Bait 1s couched 
by this Eel, ſeize im or her 
that holds the Rod with be- 
numb'dneſs , that ſhall deprive 
'em of Senſe, for a while ; and 
ſome have falln into the Wa- 
ter, and others .dropd as dead 
on the Banks of the Rivers where 
they ſtood, as ſoon as this Fiſh 
touches the Bait. Ceſar us'd to 
laugh at this, and bcliey'd it 
Impoſſible a Man cou d looſe 
his Force at the touch of a Frth : 
and cou d not underitand that 
Philoſophy , that a cold Quality 
ſhould be of that Nature : How- 
cycr,. he had a great Curiotfity 
to try whether ir wou'd bave 
the ſame effect on him 1t had on 
others, and often try'd, bur in 
vain ; at laſt, the ſought tor 

M 2 E1th 
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Fiſh came to the Bait, as he ſtood 
Arighng on the Bank ; and 1n- 
ſtead of throwing away the Rod, 
or g1V128 1t a ſudden twitch out 
of the Water, whereby he nught 
have caught both the Eel, and 
have diſmiſt the Rod, before 1t 
coud have too much Power 
over him ; for Experiment fake, 
he graſpd it bur the harder, 
and fainting fell into the R1- 
ver ; and bang fill poſleſt 
of the Rod, the Tide carry'd 
hum ſenſeleſs as he was a great 
way, till an Indian Boat took 
him up; and perceiv'd , when 
they touch d lim, a Numb- 
nels ſeize them, and by that 
knew the Rod was 1n his Hand ; 
which, with a Paddle (that is, 
a ſhort Oar) they ſtruck away, 


and ſnatch'd it into the Boat , 
Fel 


. ( 1689 

Fel and all. It Ceſar were al- 
110} Dead, with the effect of - 
th's Fiſh, he was more ſo with 
that of the Water, where he had 
remain'd the {pace of going a 
League ; and they found chey 
had much a-do to bring him 
back to Life : But, ar laſt, they 
did, and brought him Lowe 
where ine was 1n a few Hours 
well Recover d and Retrcih'd ; 

and nor a little Aſham'd to nd 
he ſhou'd be overcome by an 
Eel ; and that all che People, 
who heard his Deftance , wou'd 
Laugh at him. But we chea- 
red him up; and he, being 
convinc'd, we had the Fel ar 
Supper ; which was a quarter 
of an El] about, and moſt de- 
Iicate Meat ; and was of: thc 
nore Valu-2, fſince it coſt fo 


M 5 Dear, 
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Dear, as almoſt the Lite of fo 
gallant a Man. 

About this time we were 1n 
many mortal Fears, about ſome 
Diſputes the Engliſh had with 
the Indians ; ſo that we cou'd* 
ſcarce truſt our ſelves, without 
great Numbers, to go to any 
Mdian Towns, or Place, wherc 
chey abode; for fear they ſhou'd 
tall upon us, as they did 1imme- 
diately after my coming away ; 
and that 1t was 1n the poſlcefiion 
of the Dutch, who us d 'em not 
fo civilly as the Engliſh : fo that 
chcy cut 1n picces all they cou'd 
cake, getting into Houſcs, and 
hanging up the Mother, and all 
her "Children about her ; and 
cut a Footman, I lett behind me, 
all in Joynts, and nail'd him to 
Trees. | 

Tius 
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This feud began while I was 
there ; fo that I loſt halt the fa- 
tisfaction I proposd, 1n not 
ſeeing and vititing the Indian 
Towns. But one Day, bemoan- 
ing of our Misfortuncs upon this 
account, Ceſar told us, we need 
nut Fear ; for if we had a mind 
to 20, he wou'd undertake to 
be our Guard : Some wou d, but 
moit wou'd not venture; about 
Eighteen of us refolv'd , and 
took Barge; and , after Eight 
Days, arriv'd near, an Indian 
Town : But approaching it, the 
Hearcs of ſome of our Company 
fal'd, and they wou'd not yen- 
ture on Shorc; fo we Polld 
who wou'd, and who woud 
not : For my part, I fad, If 
Ceſar wou'd, I wou'd go ; he 
reſolv'd, fo did my Brother, and 

M 4 INV 
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mv oma. a Maid of good 
Couragc. Now none of us ſpcak- 

ing the Language of the People, 

and imagining we ſhou d have a 
half Diverſion 1in Gazing only ; 
and not knowing what they ſad, 
we tcok a Fiſherman that hv d 
at the Mouth of the River, who 
had been a long Inhabitant 
there , and obligd him to go 
with us: Burt becauſe he was 
known to the Ind/ars, as trading 
_ among 'cm ; and being, by long 
_ Trving there, become a pertcct 
Indian in Colour, we, who re- 
foly'd to ſurprize em, by ma- 
king 'em ſee ſomething they nc- 
ver had ſcen , ( that is, Whitc 
People ) refolv'd only my felt, 
my Brother, and Woman ſhou d 


20; ſo Ceſar, the Fiſherman, 


and the reſt, hiding behind ſome 
thick 
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thick Reeds and Flowers, that 
grew on the Banks, let us pals 
on towards the Town, which 
was on the Bank of the River 
all along. A little diſtant from 
the Houſes, or Hutts ; we faw 
ſome Dancing, others buſy d in 
fetching and carrying of Water 
from the River : They had no_ 
ſooner ſpy d us, but they ſet up 
a loud Cry, that frighted us at 
firſt ; we thought it had been 
tor thoſe that ſhould Kill us, but 
it ſeems 1t was of Wonder and 
Amazement. They were all Na 
ked, and we were Drets d, ſo as 
5 moſt comode for the hot 
Countries , very Glittering and 
Rich; ſo that we appear d ex- 
treamly fine ; my own Hair was 
cut ſhort, and I had a Taffaty 
Cap, with Black Feathers, on my 

Head ; 
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Head ; my Biother was 1n a Stuff 
Sure, with Silver Loops and But- 
cons , and abundance of Green 
Ribon ; this was all infuutely 
{urprifing to them, and becauſe 
we i2w them ſtand it}, riil we 
approach d em, we took Heart 
and advanc'd ; came up to em, 
and offer d em our Hands:wiuch 
they took, and lookd on us 
round about, calling ſtill for 
more Company ; who came 
ſwarming out, all wondering, 
and crying out 7 epeeme ; taking 
cacir Hair up 1n their Hands, 
and ſpreading it wide to thoſe 
they call'd out too ; as it they 
would fay ( as indeed 1t f1gni- 
iy'd) Namberleſs Wonders, or not 
ro bs recounted, no more than 
to number the Hair of their 
Heads. By degrees they grew 
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more bold, and from ga- 
zing upon us round , they 
couch'd us ; laving their Hands 
upon all the Features of our 
Faces, feeling our Breaſts and 
Arms, taking up one Petricoat, 
then wondering ro ſec another ; 

admiring our Shoocs and Stock- 
ings, but more our Garters , 
which we gave 'em ; and they 
ty'd about their Legs, being 
Lac'd with Silver Lace at the 
ends, 'tor they auch Eſteem any 
ſhining things : In fine, we ſut- 

terd cm to ſurvey us as they 
pleas'd , and we thought they 
wou'd never have done admi- 
ring us. When Ceſar, and the 
reſt, ſaw we were recarv'd with 
ſuch wonder, they came up to 
1s ; and finding the Indian Tra- 

der whom _—_ knew , ({ for 't:s 
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Pcople; and by the extream Ig- 
norance and Simplicity of em, it 
were not dificult to eſtabliſh 
any unknown or cxtrayagant 
Religion among them ; and 
to impoſe any Notions or Ft- 
ctions upen em. For fſeceing 
a Kinſman of mine fct ſome Pa- 
per a Fire, with a Burning-glaſs, 
a Trick they had never betorc 
ſcen, they were ke to have 
Ador'd him for a God ; and 
| begd he wou'd give them the 
Characters or Figures of his 
Name, that they night oppolc 
It againſt Winds and Storms ; 
which he did, and they held it 
up 1n thoſe Seaſons, and fancy d 
it had a Charm to conquer 
them 3 and kept it hike a Holy 
Religque. They are very Su- 
perftitious,, and calld lim the 

Great 


(175) 
Cr2at Peeie , that is, Prophet 
fwd us ther Indian 


Fe-erc. +; i ©42$74 of about Sixteen 
Ye: 245 hangſom as Nature 


coua make a Man. They con- 
ſecrate a beauttul Youth from 
his Infancy , and all Arts are 
usd to compleat him in the fi- 
neſt manner , both in Beavry 
and Shape : He 1s bred to all 
che little Arts and cunning they 
are capable of ; to all the Le- 
gcrdemain Tricks, and Shighr of 
Hand, whercby he 1nmipotcs up- 
on the Rabble ; and 1s both a 
Doctor in Phyfick and Divunty. 
And by theſe Tricks makes the 
Sick, believe he ſometunes cafes 
their Pains ; by drawing from 
che afflicted part little Serpents, 
or odd Flies, or Worms, or 
any Strange thing ; and OE 

thev 
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they have beſides aadoubred 
go0d Remedics, for almoſt all 
their Diſeaſes, they cure the Pa- 
tient more by Fancy than by 
Medicines ; and make them- 
ſelves Fear d, Lov'd, and Reve- 
rencd. This young Peetze had 
a very young Wife, "who ſceing 
my Brother kiſs her , Came run- 
ning and kiſs d me ; after thus, 
> they kiſsd one another, and 
made it a very great Jeſt, it 
being fo Novel ; and new Ad- 
miration and Laughing weat 
round the Multitude, that they 
never will forget that Cerc- 
mony., ncver before us'd or 
known. C ſar had a mind to 
ſce and talk with their War 
Captains, and we Were Ton: 
ducted to one of their Houſes ; 
where we beheld ſeyeral of thc 
great 
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great Captains, who had been 
at Councel : But fo frighttul a 
Vifion it was to ſee 'em no Fan- 
cy can create ; no ſuch Dreams 
can repreſent ſo dreadful a Sve- 
ctacle. For my part I rook em 
for Hobgoblins, or Fiends, ra- 
ther than Men ; but however 
their Shapes appear d, their Souls 
were very Humane and Noble ; 

bur ſome waiitzd their Noſes, 
ſome their Lips, ſome both 
| Nofſes and Lips, | ſome their 
| Ears, and others Cut through 
each Cheek, with long Slaſhes, 
through which their Tecth ap- 
| peard; they had other ſeveral] 
formidable Wounds and Scars, 
or rather Diſmemberings ; they 
had Comitias, or little Aprons 
before 'em ; and Girdlcs of Cot- 
' ton, with their Knives naked, 
N ſtuck 
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{tuck in 1t 1, a Bow ar their Backs, 
and a Quiver of Arrows on 
their Thighs ; and moſt had 
Feathers' on their Heads of dr 
vers Colours. They cry'd, A- 
mora Tigame to us, at our en- 
trance, and were plcasd we 
{11d as in to em ; they fcat- 
ed us, and gave us Drink of the 
beſt Sort; and wonderd , as 
much as the ochers had done 
befors,: to ſee us. Caeſar was 
marvelling as much at their 
Faces > W rondering how they 
{hou'd all be ſo Wounded 1n 
War ; he was Impatient to 
know how thev all came by 
thoſe frighttul Marks of Rage 
or Maliee rather than Wounds | 
I0t 1n Noble Barccl : They rold | 
us,'by our Interpreter , "That 


when anj War was Waging, wo 
Men 
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Men choſcn ouc by fome old 
Captain, wnoſc Fighting was 
palt, and who cou 4 only ; reach 
the Theory of War, theſe rwo 
Men were to ſtand in Competr 
con for the Generalſhip, or 
Great War Captain ; ana being 
| brought betore the old Judges, 
now paſt Labour, they are ask d, 
What chey dare do to thew they 
are worthy to Icad an Army : 
When he, who 1s firſt askd. 
making no Reply, Cuts of hs 
Noſe, and throws it contemp- 
rably on the Ground ; and tlic 
| other does ſometh: ng ro him- 
ſelf thac he thinks {us paſſes him, 
and perhaps deprives hintelt of 
Lips aad an Eye; 1o they Slaſh 
| on till one gives our, and many 
have dy'd 1n this Debare. And 
1ts by a paſhve Valour they 

N :2 [how 
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ſhew and prove their Activity ; a 
fort of Courage too Brutal to be 
applauded by our Black Hero ; 
nevertheleſs he expreſs'd his E- 
 ſteem of *'em. 
In this Voyage Ceſar begot 

fo good an underſtanding be- 
tween the Indians and the En- 
gliſh, that there were no more 
Fears, or Heart-burnings during 
our ſtay ; but we had a pertect, 
open, and free Trade with cm : 
Many things Remarkable, and 
worthy Reciting , we met with 
in this ſhort Voyage; becauſe Ce- 
{ar made 1t his Buſineſs to ſcarch 
out and provide for our Enter- 
tainment, eſpecially to pleaſe his 
dearly Ador d Imoinda, who was 
a ſharer in all our Adventurcs ; 
we bcing refolv'd to make her 


Chains as caſy as we cou d,, and 
tO 
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to Compliment the Prince in 
that manner that moſt oblig'd 


him 
As we were coming up again, 
we m<t with ſome Indians of 
{ſtrange Aſpects ; that 1s, of a 
larger Size, and other fort of 
Fearures, than thoſe of our 
Country : Our Indian Slaves, 
that Row'd us, askd 'em ſome 
Quitions, but they cou'd not 
underſtand us; but ſhew'd us 
a long Cotton String, with ſe- 
veral Knots on it ; and told us, 
they had been coming from the 
Mountains fo manv Moons as 
there were Knots; they were 
habiced in- Skins of a ſtrange 
Beaſt, and brought along with 
'em Bags of Gold Dutt ; which, 
as well as they coud give us to 
underſtand, came tftreaming 1n 
N 3 little 
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little ſmall Chanels down the 
high Mountains, when the Rains 
fell ; and offer d to be the Con- 
Voy to any Body, or Perſons, 
that wou'd. z0 to the Mountains. 
We carry d theſe Men up to 
Parham, where they were kept 
till the Lord: Governour came : 
And becaule all th: Country was 
ad to be going on this Golden 
Adventure, the Governour, by 
[11s Letters, commanded ( tor 
they ſent fome of the Gold to 
lm ) that a Guard {thou d be 
ſet art the Mouth of the River 
of Amazons, ( a River ſo call'd, 
almoſt as broad as the River of 
Thames) and prolibucd all 
People from going up that R1- 
ver, 1t conducting to thoſe 
Mountains of Gola. But we 
g011g off for England betorc 
Lc 
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che Projzct was turther profſecu- 
ied, and the Governour being 
drownd 11a Hurricane, cither 
the Delgn ay d, or the Dutch 
have the Advantage of it : And 
'tis to be bemoand what his 
Majeſty toſt by looſing that part 
oft America. 

Tiough tins digrefſion 1s a 
little from my Storv, however 
finc2 1t co 1tains ſome Proofs of 
the Curioſity and Daring of this 
great Man, I was content to 
omit noting of ms Chara- 
CECT. 

It was thus, for ſometime we 
divereed him ; but now Imoinaa 
began tO ſhew he was with 
Child , and aid nothing bur 
51g ana Weep tor the Captivi- 
ty of her Lord, her Selt, and £1. 
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liey'd, if 1t were ſo hard to gain 
the Libercv of Two, 'twou d be 
more difhcule to get that for 
Torece. Her Griets wcre ſo many 
Darts 1n the great JHeart of Ce- 
far ; and raking his Opportunity 
one Srnday, when all the Whutes 
were overtaken in Drink, as 
there were abundance of ſcye- 
ral Tradcs, and S/aves tor Four 
Years, that Inhabited among the 
Negro Houſes ; and Sunday was 

cheir Day of Debauch, ( other- 
wife they were a fort of Spys 
upon Ceſar ; ) he went pretend- 
1ns out of Goodneſs to 'cm, 
to Feaſt amongſt 'em ; and ſent 

all bis Muſick, and order'd a 
great Treat for the whole G Gang, 
about Three Hundred Negros ; 
and about a Hundred and Fitty 


were able to bear Arms, fuch as 
Lcy 
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they had, which were ſufhcient 
to do Execution with Spirits aC- 
cordingly : For the Eng1z/h had 
none\ but ruſty Swords, that 
no Strength coud draw trom a 
Scabbard ; except the People of 
particular Quality, who took 
care to Oyl 'em and keep 'em 
in good. Order : The Guns allo, 
unleſs here and there one, or 
thoſe newlv carrid from En- 
gland, wou'd do no good or 
harm ; for 'tis the Nature of 
chat County to Ruſt and Ear up 
Iron, or any Metals , but Gold 
and Silver. And they are very 
Unexpert at th. Bow, which the 
Negros and Indians are pertect 
Matters off. 

Ceſar, having fingld our 
theſe Men from the Women 
and Children,made an Harangve 
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to 'em of the Miſeries, and Ig- 
nominecs of Slavery ; counting 
all their Toyls aad Coifer- 
ings, under ſuch Loads, Bur- 
doks, and Drudgeries, as Wcre 
Gerer for Beaſts than Men ; 
Senſel:{s Brutes, thau Humane 
Souls. He toid 'em It was not 
tor Days, Months, or Years, 
but for Erc FINEY 3 there was no 
en to be of Ethcir Misfortuncs : 
They ſufter'd not hke Men who 
might h1d a Glory, and Forti- 
cude jn Oppreſſion ; bur like 
Dogs that lov'd the Whip and 
B-Il, and fawn'd the more they 
were beaten: That they had Iott. 
the Divine Quality of Men, | and 
were become inſen{ble Afles, 
fit only to bear ; nay worſe : an 
Aſs, or Dog, or Horſe having 
done ins Duty, cou d Ive down 
12 
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in Retreat, and rife to Work 
again, and while he did his Du- 

ty indur'd no Stripes ; but Men, 
Villanous , Senſelef Men, ſuch 
as they, Toy Id on all the tedi- 
ous Weck cl Black Friday; and 
then, whether they Work d or 
not, whether thev were Faulty 

or Meriting, they promiſcuoutly, 
the Innocent with the Guilty, GE 
fer d the infamous Whip , the 
ſordid Stripes, from ther Fel- 
low Slaves till their Blood trick- 
led from all Parts of their Body: 
Blood, whoſe every drop ought 
to be Reveng'd with a Life of 
iome of. thoſe” Trrants, that im- 
poſe it; And why, ſaid he, my 
dear Friends and Fellow: ſufferers, 
ſhou'd we be Slawes to an unknown 
People? Have they Vanguiſh d us 
Nobly in Fight * Have they Wore 
is 
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us in Honourable Battel *. And 
are we, by the chance of War, be-| 
come their Slaves ? T his wou d not 
anger a Noble Heart , this wou'd 
not animate a Souldiers Soul 3 no, 
but we are Bought and Sold like 
Apes, or Monkeys, to be the Sport 
of Women, Fools and Cowards ; 
an1 the Support of Rogues, Runa- 
gades, that have abandon d their 
own Countries, for Rapin , Mur- 
ders, Thefts and Villanies: Do 
you not hear every Day how they 
upbraid each other with infamy 
of Life, below the Wildejt Sal- 
wages ; and ſhall we render Obe- 
 dience to ſuch a degenerate Race, 
who have no one Humane Vertue 
lett, ro diſtinguiſh 'em from the 
vileſt Creatures ? Will you, I ſay, 
ſuffer the Laſh from ſuch Hands ? 
They all Reply d, with one ac- 
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{| cord. No, 10, mo, Cafar has 
- | ſpoke like a Great 2 a like 
+ | a Great I\tng. 

/ After this he wou d hand pro- 
cceded, but was interrupted by 
, | a tall Negro of ſome more Qua- 
| licy than che reſt, his Name was 
Tuſtan ; who Bowing at the 
Feet of Caeſar, cry d. My Lord, 
we have liſten d with Joy and At- 
tention to what you have faid ; 
and, were ' we only Men, woud 
follow ſo great a Leader through 
the World : But oh ! conſider, we 
are Husbands and Parents too, 
and have things more dear to ns 
than Life; our Wives and Chit- 
dren unfit for Travel, in theſe 
unpaſſable Wood's. Mountains and 
Bogs ; we have not only difficult 
La to overcome, but Rivers to 
Wade, and Monſters to Incounter ;, 
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Ravenous Beaſts of Prey —— 
To this, Ceſar Reply d , 7hat 
Honour was the Firſt Principle 
in Nature, that was to be Obey d ; 
but as no Man wou d pretend to 
that, without all the Acts of | 
Vertue, Compaſſion, Charity, Love, 
Fuſtice and Reaſon ; he found it 
not inconſiſtent with that, to take 
an equal Care of their Wives and 
Children, as they wow f of them- 
ſelves ; and that he did not De- 
fign, when he led them to Free- | 
dom, and Glorious Liberty, that 
they ſhou d leave that better part of 
themlelves to Periſh by the Hand of 
the 7 yrant s Whip: But if there were 
a Woman among them ſo degene- 
rate from Love and Vertue to chuſe 
Slavery before the purſuit of her 
Hlusband, and with the hazard 
of ber Life, to ſhare with him in 
08 
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his Fortunes; that ſuch an one 
ought to be Abandon d, and left 
as a Prey to the common {K- 
nemy. 

To which they all Agreed, — 
and Bowed. Aftrcr this, he ſpoke 
of the Impaiſſlable Woods and 
Rivers; and convinc'd em, the 
more Danger , the more Glory. 
He told them that he had heard 
of one Hannibal a great Cap- 
tain, had Cut his Way thrcugh 
Mountains of fold Rocks ; and 
/hou'd a few Shrubs oppul. them; 
which they cou'd Fire bctore 
cM? No, 'twas a trifiizg Ex- 
cuſe to Men rcloly d to dis, or 
overcome. As tor Bogs, thicy 
are with a little Labour fill d 
and harden'd 3 and thc Rivers 
cou d be no Obſtacle, ſince they 
Swam by Narturc; ar leait by 


$79 


»” 


(192) 
Caſtom,from their Firſt Hour of 
their Birth : That when the Chi]- 
dren were Weary they muſt 
carry them by turns, and the 
Woods and their own Induſtry 
wou'd afford them Food. To 
this they all aſſented with Joy. 

Tuſcan then demanded, What 
he wou'd do? He ſaid, they 
wou'd Travel towards the Sea : 
Plant a New Colony, and De- 
fend 1t by their Valour ; and 
when they coud find a Ship, 
either driven by ſtreſs of Wea- 
ther, or guided by Providence. 
that way, they wou'd Sicze 1T, 
and make 1t a Prize, till it had 
Tranſported them to their own 
Countrics ; at leaſt, they ſhou'd 
be made Free 1n his Kingdom, 
and be Eſteem'd as his Fellow- 


{ufterers, and Men that had 
the 
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che Courage, and the Bravery 
ro attempr, ar leaſt, for Liber- 
cv. ; and if they Dy d 1a the at- 
cempt It wou'd & more brave, 
chan to Live 1n perpccual Sla- 
Vcrv. 
| They bowd and kiſsd his 

Feet at this Reſolution, and with 
one accord Vowd ro folluw 
tim to Death. And thac Night 
was appointed to begin their 
March ; they made it known 
to their Wives, and directed 
them to tic their Hmnaca about 
their Shoulder, and under their 
Arm like a Scarf; and to lead 
heir Children that cou'd 20, 
and carry thoſe that cou'd nor. 
The Wives who pay an 1ntire 
Obedience to their bag 
obey d,and ftay'd for 'em, wher 


they were appoinred : The Me 
Oz fta, d 
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ſtay'd but to furniſh themſelves 
with what defenfive Arms they 
cou'd get; and All met at the 
Rendezvous, where Ceſar made 
a new Incouraging Speech to 
'em, and led 'em out. 

But, as they cou'd not march 
far that Night, on Monday car- 
ly, when the Overſeers went to 
| call *'em all together, to go to 
W] : Work, they were extreamly ſur- 
1 pris'd, to find not one upon the 
| Place, but all fled with what 
79 Baggage they had. You may 
| imagine this News was not only | 
ſuddenly ſpread all over the 
Plantation, bus ſoon reach d the 
Neighbouring ones; and we 
had by Noon about Six hun- 
dred Men, they call the Militia 
of the County, that came to af- 
faſt us uw. the perſate of the Fur | 
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gitives: But never did one ſec 
ſo comical an Army march forth 
to War. The Men, of anv faſhion, 
wou'd not concern themſclyes, 
chough it were almoſt the com- 
mon Cauſe ; tor ſuch Revoltings 
are very ill Examples, and have 
very fatal Commence often- 
times in many Colonics : Bur 
they had a Reſpect for Ceſar, 
and all hands were againſt the 
Parhamites, as they call d thoſe 
of Parham Plantation ; becauſe 
they did not, in the ficit place, 
love the Lord Governor ; and 
ſecondly , they woud have it, 
that Caeſar was Ill usd, and 
Baff'd with ; and "tis not im- 
poſlible but ſome of the bett in 
the Country was of his Council 
in this Flight, and depriving us 
of all the Slawes z fo that they 
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of the better fort woud not 
meddle-1n the matter. The De- 
puty Governor, of whom I have 
had no great occaſion to fpeak , 
and who was the mo{t Faw- 
ning fair-tongud Fellow in the 
World, and one that pretended 
the moſt Fricnathip to Ceſar, 
was now the only violent Man 
againkt him; and though he had 
nothing, and fo need tear no- 
thing, y<t talkd and look d big- 
ger than any Man : He was 
a Fellow, whoſe Character 15s 
not ft ro be mention'd> witn 
te worit of the Slaves. Its 
Fellow woud lead tus Ar- 
my torth to mcet Ceſar, or ra- 
cher to perſue Iim ; melt of 
their Arms were of theſe fort of | 
cruel Whips they call Cat with 


| Nine Tayls ; forme had ruſty | 
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uſ-lefs Guns for ſhow ; others 
old Basket-htiiles , whoſe Blades 
had never fecn the Light 1 this 
Age: and others had long Staffs, 
and Clubs. Mr. Trefry went a 
log, rather to be a Mediator 
than a Conqueror , 1n ſuch a 
Bicul ; for he forclaw , and 
kicw, if by fighting they pur 
tiiz Negroes into diſpair , they 
were a f;;rt of fullen Fellows, 
thit wou d drown, or kill them- 
ſc]ves, bctore they wou d yield; 


ATE NS oy 
and he advis d that tair means 
\ was be(t : But Byam was one 


that abound. d in his own Wait, 


and wou'd take his own Meu 


lurcs. 
It was not hard to find thefe 


Fugitives; for as they fled t-v 
were forc'd to fire and cur hy 


Woods before em, fo that Night 
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or Day they perſu'd 'em by the 
light they made, and by the 
path they had 'clear'd : Burt as 
ſoon as Ceſar found he was per- 
ſa d, he puc himſelt in a Poſture 
of Detence, placing all the Wo- 
men and Children in the Reer ; 
and himſelf, with Tuſcan by his 
ſide, or next to him, all promi- 
ſing to Dye or Conquer. In- 
courag d thus, they never ſtood 
to Parley, but fell on Pell-mell 
upon the Engliſh, and kill d 
ſome, and wounded a good ma- 
ny ; they having recqurſe to 
their Whips, as the beſt of their 
Weapons : And as they obſerv'd 
no Order , they perplex d the 
Enemy fo ſorely, with Laſhing 
*'m In the Eves; and the Wo- 
men and Children, ſeeing their 
Husbands ſo treated, being of 

feartu] 
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tearful Cowardly Diſpoſitions , 
and hearing the Engliſh cry out, 
Yield and Live, Tield and be Par- 
don'd ; they all run 1n amongſt 
their Husbands and Fathers, and 
hung abour 'em , crying our, 
Yield, yield ; and leave Czxfar to 
their Revenge ; that by degrees 
the Slaves abandon d Ceſar, and 
left him only Txſcan and his 
Heroick Imoindla , who, grown 
big as ſhe was, did neyertheleſs 
preſs near her Lord, having a 
Bow, and a Quiver full of poy- 
ſon'd Arrows , which ſhe mas 
nag'd with ſuch dexterity, that 
ſhe wounded ſeveral , and ſhot 
the Governor into the Shoulder ; 
of which Wound he had like to 
have Dy d, but that an Indian 
Woman, his Miſtreſs, fack'd the 
Wound, and cleans d it from 

O 4 the 
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the Venom : But however, he 
Atir'd not from tne Place till he 
had \Parlv d with Cefar, who 
he found was refolv'd to dye 
Fighung, and wou d not be Ta- 
ken : nv more wou'd 7 vſcan, or 
Imoinda. But he, more thirſting 
aftcr Revenge of another fort, 
than that of depriving him of 
Lite, now made uſe of all his 
Art of talking, and diſſcmbling 
and bctc ught Coſar to Yicld him- 
{c:t Upon Terms w hich he him- 
{. It ſhould propoſe , and 7 20 
be Sacredls aflcr ccd to and K-P 
by Iim : He told him, It = 
rot that he anv longer fear'd 
hun, or cou'd belicve the force 
of Two Mcn, and a voung He- 
YO, COU'd OVErcome all thim, 
with ali the Slaves now on their 
flac allo ; bur it was the vaſt F- 
{tcen 
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ſteem he had for his Perſon; the 
delirc he had to ſerve ſo Gallant 
a Man ; and to hinder himifelf 
from the Reproach hereafter . 
of having been the occaſion of 
the Death of a Prince, whoſe 
Valour and Magnanimity de- 
ſ{crv'd the Empire of the World. 
He proteſted to him, h: look'd 
upon this Action, as Gatlant and 
Brave ; howcyer tending to the 
prejudice of his Lord and Maſter, 
who wou'd by it have I:ft fo 

| conſiderable a number of S/aves; 
that this Flight of Iis ſhou d be 
| look'd on as a hear of Youth, 
\ and rafhncſs of a too forward 
Courage, and an uncontider d 
impatience of Liberty, and no 
| more + and that he labour d 1m 
vain to accoinphlith that wiuch 
| they wou'd cftcctually pertorm, 
as 
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as ſoon as any Ship arriv'd that 
wou'd touch on his Coaſt. So 
that if yox will be pleas'd, con- 
tinued he, to ſurrender your ſelf, 
2) imaginable Reſped ſhall be paid 
you ; and your Self , your Wife, 
and Child, if it be here born, ſhall 
depart free out of our Land. But 
Ceſar wou'd hear of no Com- 
poſition ; though Byam urg'd , 
If he perſud, and went on 1n 
his Deſign, he wou'd inevitably 
Periſh, either by great Snakes, 
wild Beaſts, or Hunger ; and he 
ought to have regard to his 
Wife, whoſe Condition required 
eaſe, and not the tatigues of te- 
dious Travel ; where ſhe cou d 
not be ſecur'd from being de- 
 voured. But Caeſar told him, 
there was no Faith in the Whute | 


Men, or the Gods they Adord ; 
who | 
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- who inſtructed 'em in Principles 


ſo falſe, that honeſt Men cou'd 
not live amongſt 'em ; though 


no People protels'd fo much, 


none perform'd ſo little ; that 
he knew what he had to do, 
when he dealt with: Men of 
Honour ; but with them a Man 
ought to be eternally on his 
Guard, and never to Eat and 
Drink with Chriſtians without his 
Weapon of Defence in his Hand; 
and, for his own Sccurity, never 
to credit one Word they ſpoke. 
As for the raſhnefs and inconfi- 
derateneſs of his Action he wou'd 
contels the Governor 1s in the 
right; and that he was aſham'd 
of what he had done, 11 endea- 
voring to make thoſe Free, who 
were by Nature S/aves, poor 
wretched Rogues, fit to be us'd as 
C briftians 
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Chriſtians Tools; Dogs, creache- | 
rous and cowardly, fit for ſuch 
Maſters ; and thev wanted only 
bur to be whirt inro the know- 
ledge of the Chr tian God's to be 
the vileſt of all crec ping things x 
to learn to Worſhip ſuch De ities 
as had not Power to make em 
Juſt, Brave, or Honeſt. In fine, 
after a tnvufand things of this 
Nature, not fit here to be reci- 
red, he told Byam, he had ra- 
ther Dye than Live upon the 
ſame Earth with ſuco Dogs. Bur 
Trefry and Byam pleaded and 
protelted together ſo much, that 
Trefry believing thc Governor t9 
mean what he ſaid ; and fpeak- 
ing veiy cordially himfeit, ge- 
neroutly pur himſelf into Caler $ 
Hanas, and took him aſide, and 


perſwaded him, even with Tears, 
Li} 
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to Live, by Surrendring him- 
{eIf , and ro name his Condi 
tions. Caſar was overcome by 


his Wit and Reaſons, and in 
conhdcration of Imoinda ; and 
| demanding what he defir d, and 


thar it ſhou d be ratity'd by eacar 


Hands in Writing , becaufe he 
| had perccry'd tac was the com- 
mon way of contract berween 
Man and Man , amonglit the 
 Whures : All this was pertorm d, 
| and Zuſcan's Pardon was pur in, 
and they Surrender to the Go- 
vernor, who walked peaccably 
down into the Plantation with 
em, after giving order to bury 
| their dead. Ceſar was very 
| much toy] d- with toe buſtic of 
| the Day ; for he had fought I:ke 
a Fury, and what Mifchict was 
done he and 7uſcen perform a 
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alone ; and gave their Enemies 
a fatal Proof that they durſit do 
any thing, and fear d no mortal 
Force. 

But they were no ſooner ar- 
riv d at the Place, where all the 
Slaves reccive their Puniſhments 
of Whipping, but they laid 
Hands on Ceſar and Tuſcan, 
faint with heat and toyl ; and, 
ſorprifing them, Bound them 
to two ſeveral Stakes, and W hipre 
them in a moſt deplorable and 
inhumane Manner, rending the 
very Fleſh from their Boncs ; 
eſpecially Ceſar, who was not 
percely d to make any Mone, or 
to alter his Face, only to roul 
his Eves on the Faithleſs Gower- 
zor, and thoſe he behev d Guilry, 
with Fierceneſs and Indignation ; 


and, to compleat his Rage, he 
 7- a 
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{aw every one of thoſe Slaves, 
who, but a tew Davs before, 
Ador'd him as ſomerhing more 
than Mortal, now had a Whip 
to give him ſome Laſhes, while 
he ſtrove not to break his Fet-: 
ecrs ; though, it he bad, it were 
impoſſible Buc he pronounced 
a Woe and Revenge from his 
Eyes, that dartcd Eire, that *'twas 
at once both Awful and Terrible 
to behold. 

W hen they thought they were 
ſufficiently Reveng d on him, 
they unty d him, almoſt Fain- 
ting, with loſs of Blood, trom 

24 thouſand Wounds all over his 
Body . from which they had 
rent bt Cloaths, and Id him 
Bleeding and Naked as he was ; 
and he 1 him all aver with 


Irons ; and then rubbed his 
Wounds, 


. 
: 
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Wounds, to complcat their Cru- 
elrv, with Indian Pepper, which 
had like to have made him ra- 
ving Mad ; and, in this Cond1- 
tion, made im ſo faſt to the 
Ground that he cou'd not tir, 
if his Pains and Wounds wou d 
have given him leave. They 
fpar'd Imoinda , and did not Ict 
her ſee this Barbaricy committed 
cowards her Lord, but carry'd 
her down to Parham, and ſhur 
her up ; which was not 1n kind- 
nels to her, bur for fear ſhe 
ſhou'd Dye with the Sight, or 
Miſcarry ; and then they [hou'd 
looſe a young $ [Jave, and per- 
haps the Mother. 

You mult know , that when 
the News was brought on Mon- 
day Morning, that Ceſar bad 
betaken hiwnſcif to the ha 

an 
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and carry d with him all the 
Negroes. We were poſſeſs d with 
extream Fear, which no perſwa- 
flions cou'd Diffipate, rhat he 
wou d ſecure himfelt til] Night :; 
and then, that he wou d come 
down and Cut all our Throats. 
This apprehenſion made all the 
Females of us fly down the Ri 
ver, to be ſecurd ; and whule 
we were away, they acted this 
Cruelty : For I ſuppoſe I had 
Authority and Intereſt enough 
there, had I ſuſpected any ſuch 
thing, to have prevented 1t : 


but we had not gon many 
' Leagues, but the News over- 
| took us that Ceſar was taken, 
| and Whupt like a common S/ave. 
' We met on the River with 
| Colonel Martin, a Man of 
' great Gallantry, Wit, and 


P Good- 
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Goodneſs, and whom I have 
celebrated in a Charactcr of 
my New Comedy, by Ins own 
Name, 1n memory of {ſo brave 
a_ Man : He was Wiſe and Flo- 
quent ;. and, from the finencſs 
of Is Parts, bore a Sat Sway 
over the Hearts of all the Co- 
leny: He was a Friend to Ceſar, 
tl” and reſented this falſe Dealing 
| with lum very much. | 721 
= ried him back to Parham, think- | 
| ing to have madc an Accomoda- 
non ; when we came, the Firſt | 
Af News we heard was, that the 
Governor was Dead of a Wound 
Imcinda had given him ; but 1t 
was. not ſo wc]l: Bur it ſeems 
he wou'd have the Pleaſure of | 
bcholding the Revenge he took | 
on Ceſar; and before the crucl | 
Ceremony was finiſh dhe drop | 
down: | 


- 
__— 6-99 F'; PR yy _— _ —_ — 
p ; — — " 
, G CEE - 
” 


A _ clin _— ww 4. YT; var, 8 , 23 gb +> 
, = S. __ "4 , "JO? , O99 '2 _ —— = $9 mIne— > _ o R * ITS - 3 F p 
Co LS wp > ng ey Ee; ra SOOT, = » = ; 
"rvidy wt es te tries in to a ih. at / Y oe wa... tl 2 rs, "Ry "» " o 
| _—_ —_ 4s Her a 4 Fw bs Te + nts round wks - +. Has 

n - "Is? 4 > —— . es 5 be / 

OT II —_ _+-ad * - 1% 
— —————_—_— — 
== = vw. = age; pe D Ts Er "IE 
J l % a warts apt 


ee ee... o.com. rs pr nn 
a 6% ; iidar. oft LAG Sh , 
: %. 
_ 
# > 2. a——_— 
- $0" 4 a - 


og 


s - 
_— a” PR 


- (2: 


down; and then they perceiv'd 


the Wound he had on his Shoul- 
der, was by a venom d Arrow 3 
which, as I ſaid, his Indian Mi- 
{ſtreſs heald, by Sucking the 
Wound. 

We were no ſooner Arriy'd, 
but we went up to the Planta- 
tron to ſee Caeſar, whom we 
found in a very Miſerable and 
Unexpreſſable Condition ; and 
I have a Thouſand times adni- 
red how he lv'd, in ſo much 
tormenting Pain. We faid all 
things to him , that Trouble, 
Pitty, and Good Nature cou'd 
ſuggeſt ; Protcſting our Inno- 
cency of the Fact, and our Ab- 
horance of ſuch Crueltes. Ma- 
king a Thouſand Protcilions of 


Services to him, and 'Begging as 
many Pardons for the Often- 
F-9 ders. 
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ders, till we ſaid fo much, that. 
_ he behev d we had no Hand in 
his III Treatmert : but told ns, 
he cou'd never Pardon Byam ; 
as for 7refry, he confeſs'd he 
ſaw his' Grief and Sorrow, for 
his Suffering, which he cou'd 
not hinder, but was like to have 
been beaten down by the very 
Slaves, for Speaking in his De- 
fence : But for Byam, who was 
their Leader, their Head ; — 
and ſhoud, by [11s Juſtice, 2 
Honor, have becn an Example 
to em. —— For him, he with d 
to Live, to rake a dirc Revenge 
of him, and ſaid, Ir had been 

well for him, if he had Sacrific d 
me, tniftead of giving me the con- 
remptable Mp. He refus d to 

talk much, but Begging us to 


21vc him our Hands: he took 
\ 'cMm; 
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'em, and Proteſted never to litr 
up his, to do us any Harm. 
He had a great Keſpect for Co- 
lonel Martin , and always took 
his Counſel, like that ot a Pa- 
rent; and aflur'd him, he wou'd 
obey him in anv thing, bur his 
Revenge on Byam. [ herefore , 
ſaid he, for his own Safety, let him 


' ſpeedily diſpatch me , for if I 


cos d diſpatch my ſelf, I wou'd 
not, till that Fuſtice were done to 


' my injur d Perſon , and the con- 
tempt of a Souldier : No, I wou'd 


not hill my ſelf, CUVEN after a IWhip- 


Ng ; but will be content to live 
with that Infamy, and be pointed 
at by every grining Slave , till I 


have compleated my Revenge ; and 


then you ſhall ſee that Oroonoko 


ſcorns to live with the Indignity 
that was put on Calar, Ail we 
's 3 C20 <0 
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cou'd do coud get no more 
Words from him ; and we took 
care to haveShim put 1mme- 
diarely into a healing Bath, to 
rid him of his Pepper ; and or- 
'der'd a Chirurgeon to anoint 
him with healing Balm , which 
he ſuffer'd, and in ſome time 
he began to be able to Walk and 
Eat ; we fail'd not to vifit him 
every Day, and, to that end, had | 
him brought to an apartment | 
at Parham. 
The Governor was no ſooner 

recover d, and had heard of the 
menaces of Ceſar , but he call'd} 
Is Council ; who ( not to dif- 
grace them, or Burleſque the 
Government there) conliſted of 
ſuch notorious Villains as New-| 
gate never tranſported ; and poſ: 
f1bly originally were fach, hk 
under 
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underſtood neither the Laws of 


God or Man; and had no fort 
of Principles to,make em wor- 
thy the Name of Men : Bur, at 
the very Council Table, wou'd 
Contradict and Fight with one 
another ; and Swear ſo bloodily 
that twas terrible to hear, and 
ſce 'em. ( Some of 'em were 
afterwards Hangd , when the 
Dutch took poſſceition of the place; 
others ſent off in Chains : ) Bur 
calling theſe ſpecial Rulers of 
the Nation together , and re- 
quiring their Counſel 1n this 
weighty Aﬀair, they all conclu- 
ded, that (Damn em) it might 
be their own Caſes; and thar 
Ceſar ought to be made an Ex- 
ample to all the Negroes, to 
tright em from daring to threa- 

cen their Bereers , their Lords 
x FT 4 Ald 
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and Maſters ; and, at this rate, 
no Man was fate from his own 
Slaves; and concluded, nemine 
contradicente that Ceſar ſhou'd 
be Hang'd. 

Trefry then thought 1t time to 
uſe his Authority ; and told Byan: 
his Command did not extend to 
his Lord's Plantation ; and that 
Parham was as much exempt 
from the Law as White-hall; and 
that they ought no more to 
touch the Servants of the Lord--- 
(who there repreſented the King's 
Perſon) than they cou'd thoſe 
about the King himſelf ; and 
that Parham was a Sanctuary ; 
and though his Lord were ab- 
ſent in Perſon, his Power was 
{till in Being there ; which he 
had intruſted with him, as far 
as the Dominions of his os 4 

ar 
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lar Plantations reachd , and all 
that belong'd to it; the reſt of 
the Country, as Byam was Lieute- 
nant to his Lord, he might ex- 
erciſe his Tyrany upon. Trefry 
had others as powertul, or more, 
that intreſted themſelves in Cw- 
far's Life, and abfolutely ſaid, 
He ſhou d be Detended. So tur- 
ning the Governor, and his wiſe 
Council, out of Doors , ( for 
they fate at Parbam-houſe) they 
ſet a Guard upon our Landing 
Place, and wou d admit none 
but thoſe we call d Friends to us 
and Ceſar. 
The Governor having remain'd 
. wounded art Parham, till his re. 
 covery was compleated , Coxſar 
did not know but he was (till 
there; and indeed, for the moſt 
part, his time was ſpent there; 
for 
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for he was one that lov'd to Live 
at other Peoples Expence ; and 
ft he were a Day abſent, he was 
Ten preſent there ; and us'd to 
Play, and. Waik, and Hunt, and 
Fiſh, with Ceſar. So that Ceſar 
did not at all doubc, 1t he once 
recover d Strength, but he ſhou'd: 
find an opportunity of being Re- 
veng'd on lum : Though, atcer 
ſuch a Revenge, he cou d not 
hope to Live; for 1t he cfcap'd 
che Fury of the Engliſh Mobile, | 
who perhaps wou d have been 

glad of the occaſion to have 
killd him, he was rcfolv d not 
to ſurvive his Whiping ; yer 
he had, ſome tender Hours, a | 
repenting Softneſs, wich he | 
called his firs of Coward ; | 
wherein he ſtruggl'd with Love | 
tor the Victory of h.s Heart, | 


which þ 
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which took part with Iis char- 
ming Imoinda there ; but, for 
the moſt part, his time was paſt 
in melancholy Thought, and 
black Deſigns ; he conſider'd, if 
he ſhou'd do this Deed, and Dye, 
cither 1n tne Attempt, or after 


1t, he left his lovely Imoinda a 


Prey, or at beſt a S/ave, to the 
inrag'd Multitude 3 his great 
Heart cou d not indure that 
Thought. Perhaps, ſaid hc, /he 
may be firſt Raviſhed by every 
Brute ; expoſed firſt to their naſty 
Luſts, and then a ſhameful Death. 
No; he could not Live a Mo- 
ment under that Apprchenfion. 


too inſupportable to be born. - 


Theſe were his Thoughts, and 
his filent Arguments with [ns 
Heart, as he told us afterwards . 
ſo thac now refolving not only 
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to kill Byam, but all thoſe he 
thought had inrag'd him ; plea- 
fing his great Heart with the 
fancy'd Slaughter he ſhou'd make 
over the whole Face of the Plar- 
tation. He nrit refoly'd on a 
Deed, that ( however Horrid it 
at firſt appear d to us all ) when 
we had heard his Reaſons, we 
overt it Brave and Juſt : Be- 
" ing able to Walk, and, as he 
4: By d, fit for the Execution of 
his great Delign, he beg'd Trefsy 
to truſt him into the Air, behlic- 
ving a Walk wou'd do him 
good; wich was granted him, 
and taking Imoinda with him, as 
he usd to do in his more happy 
and calmer Days, he led her up 
into a Wood, where, after (with 
a thouſand Sighs, and long Ga- 
zing {ilently on her Face, while 
"TIS 
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Tears guſt, in ſpight of him, 
from his Eyes) he told her his 
Deſign firſt of Killing her, and 
then his Enennes, and next him- 
ſelf, and the 1mpoſſibthity of 
Eſcaping, and therefore he told 
er the neceſſity of Dying ; he 
tound the Hera Wite taſter 
pleading for Dcath than he was 
to propoſe 1t, when ſhe found 
his fix'd Reſolution; and, on her 
Knees, befought him , not to 
teave her a Prey to his Enemues. 
He ( gricv d to Death ) yet plea- 
ſed at her noble Reſolution, took 
her up, and 1mbracing her, with 
all the Paſſion and Languiſhment 
of a dying Lover, drew his Knife 
io kill this Treaſure of his Soul, 
this Pleaſure of his Eyes ; while 
Tears trickI'd down his Cheeks, 
hzrs were Stuling with Joy ſhe 
ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd dye by ſo noble a Hand. 
and be ſent 1n cr own Country, 
( tor that's their Notion of the 
next World ) by him ſhe ſo ten- 
derly Lov'd, and fo truly Ador'd 
17 this; for Wives have a reſpect 
for their Husbands cqual to what 
any other: People pay a Deity : 
and when a Man finds any occa- 
ſion to quit his Wite, 1t he love 
her, ſhe dves by Ins Hand ; if 
nor, he ſells her , or ſuffers ſome 
other to kill her. Ir being thus; 
you may believe the Deed was 
ſoon refolv'd on ; and ts not 
to be doubted, bur the Parting, 
the cternal Leave taking of Two 
ſuch Lovers, ſo grcatly Born, 
ſo Scnlible, ſo Beautiful , fo 
Young, and fo Fond, muſt be 
very Moving, as the Relation of 
It was to me afterwards. : 
A | 
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All that Love coud fay in 
{uch caſes, being ended ; and 
41l the internutting Irreſolutions 
being adjuſted , the Lovely , 
Young, and Adord Victim lays 
her ſelf down, before the Ic-2 
ficer ; while he, with a Hand 


rcſoly'd, and a Heart breaking 
within, gave the Fatal Stroke ; 


firſt, cutting her Throat, and 
then ſevering her, yet Snuling, 
Face from that Delicate Body, 
pregnant as It was with Fruits 
of tend rcelt Love. As ſoon as he 
had done, he laid the Body dc- 
cently on Leayes and Flowers ; 
of which he made a Bed, and 
conceal d it under the fame co- 
ver-lid of Nature; only her Face 


he left yet bare to look on : But 


when he found ſhe was Dead, 
and paſt all Retrieve, never more 
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( 224 ) 
© bleſs him with her Eyes, and 
ſoft Language ; his Gricf ſwell'd 
up to Rage ; he'T Tore, he Ray d 
he Roard, like ſome Monſter of 
the Wood, callins on the loy'd 
Name of Imoinda a thouſand 
times he turn'd the Fatal Knife 
that did the Deed,toward his own 
Heart, with a Reſolution to go 
immedaately after her ; but dire 
Revenge, which now was a thou- 
ſand times more ficrce in his 
Soul than before, prevents him ; 
and he woud cry out, No; ſince 
I have ſacrificed Imoinda to my 
Revenge, ſhall I looſe that Glory 
which I have purchas'd ſo dear, as 
at the Price of the faireſt, deareſt, 
ſofteſt Creature that ever Nature 
made ? No, no! Then, at -her- 
Name, Grief wou'd get the af- 


cendant of Rage, and? he wou'd 
lye 
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lye down bv her {4e, and wa- 
ter her Face with ſhowcrs of 
Tears. winch never wcre wont 
to fall trom thoſe E's: And 
however bcnt he was © his 1n- 
tended Slaughter , le jad not 
power to thr from the Sight of 
this dea: Object, now more Be- 
lovd, aad more Ador'd than 
CTVCr. 

He remain'd in this deploring 
Condition for two Days, and ne- 
| ver roſe from the Ground where 

he had made his ſad Sacrifice ; at 
laſt, rouſing from her fide, and 
accuſing himſelf with living too 
long, now Imoinda was dead; and 
| that the Deaths of thoſe barba- 


 rous Enemies were deterr d too 


"Þþ long, he refolvd now to finih 


the grcat Work; but offering to 
' riſe, he found his Strengrh ſo de- 
Q cay'd, 
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cay'd, that he reel'd to and tro, 
like Boughs aflail d by contrary 
Winds ; ſo that he was forced to 
Ive down again, and try to ſum- 
mons all his Courage to his Aid ; 
he found his Brains turn round, 
and his Eves were dizzy; and Ob- 
jects appear d not the ſame to 
him they were wont to do ; his 
Breach was ſhort ; and all his 
Limbs ſurpriſed with a Faintneſs 
he had never felt before : He had 
not Fat in two Davs, which was 
one occaſion of this Feeblenelſs, 
bur exccſs of Griet was the grea- 
ceſt ; ver ſtill he hop'd he ſhou'd 
recover Vigour to act his Deſign: 
and lay expecting it yet {1x Days 
longer ; {till mourning over the | 
dead Idol of his Heart, and ſtri- 
ving every Day to riſe, but 
-cou d nor. 

In 
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In all this time you may be- 
licve we were 1nno little affliction 
for Ceſar, and his Wife ; ſome 
were of Opinion he was eſcap'd 
never to return ; others thought 
ſome Accident had hap'ned to 
him : But however, we tail'd not 
to ſend our an hundred People 
ſeveral ways to ſearch for him; 
a Party, of about forty, went 
that way he took; among whom 
was Tuſcan, who was pertectly 
reconcil'd to Byam ; they had not 
gon very far into the Wood, bur 
they ſmelt an unuſual Smell, as 
of a dead Body ; tor Stinks muſt 
be very norfom that can be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd among ſuch a quan- 
tity of Natural Sweets, as eycry 
Inch of that Land produces. So 
that they concluded they ſhou'd 
find him dead, or ſomebody that 


Q) 2 Was 
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was ſo; they paſt on towards it, 
as Loathſom as it was, and made 
Much a ruſling among the Leaves 
that Ive chick on tic Ground, by 
courmual: Falling, that Ceſar 
acard he was approachd ; and 
though he had, during the [pacc 
of theſe cichr Days, endeavor d 
20 riſe, but found he wantcd 
trength, yet looking up, and 
fecing tus Purſuers, he roſe, and 
recl'd to @ Ncighbouring Tree, 
againit which he fix'd his Back 
and bcing within a dozen Yards 
of thoſe that advanc'd, and ſaw 
im; he call d out to them, and 
Did them approach no nearer, if 
they wou'd be fafe : So that they 
food fill, and hardly bclieving 
their Eyes, that woud perſwade 
then that 1t was Ceſar that ſpoke 
to em, ſo much was he alter d ; 


they 
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they ask'd him, What he had 
done with his Wife? for they 
{melt a Stink thar almoſt ſtruck 
them dead. He, ointing to the 
dead Body, fighing,cry'd, Behcld 
her there ; they put off the Flow- 
ers that cover d her with their 
Sticks, and found ſhe was kill d ; 
and cry d out, 0h Monſter ! that 
haſt murther d thy Wife : Then 
asking him, Why he did fo crucl 
a Deed? He replied, he had no 
leaſure ro anſwer 1mpertincnt 
Queſtions 3 You may go back, COn- 
tinued he, and tell the Faithleſs 
Governor, he may thank Fortune 
that I am breathing my laſt , and 
that my Arm # 100 feeble to obey 
my Heart, in what it had deſign d 
him : But his Tongue taultcring, 
and trembling, he cou'd ſcarce 
end. what he was ſaving. Th. 
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Engliſh taking Advantage by his 
Weakneſs, cry d, Let us take him 
alive-by all means : He heard 'em; 


and, as if he had revivd from a 
Fainting, or a Dream, he cry'd 


out, No, Gentlemen, you are de- 
cety d ; you will find no more Cax- 
ſars to be Whipt ; no more find a 
Faith in me : Feeble as you think 
me, I have Strength yet left to ſe- 
cure me from a ſecond Indipnity. 
They ſwore all a-new, and he on- 


ly ſhook his Head, and beheld 


them with Scorn; then they cry d 
out, Who will venture on this ſingle 


Man ? Will no body ? They ſtood 
all flent while Ceſar replied, Fa- 
tal will be the Attempt to the firſt 
Adventurer ; let him aſſure-himſelh, 
and, at thar Word,. held up his 
Knife in a menacing Poſturc, 
Look ye, ye faithleſs Crew, ſaid he, 


t15 


(231) 

'tis not Life I ſeek, nor am I afraid 
of Dying ; and, at that Word, cut 
a piece of Fleſh from his own 
Throat, and threw it ac 'cm, yer 
flil I wou'd Live if I coud, till I 
had perfefted my Revenge. But ob ! 
it cannot be ; I feel Life gliding 
from my Eyes and Heart ; and, if- 
T make not haſte, I ſhall yet fall a 
Viflim to the ſhameful Whip, At 
that, he rip'd up his own Belly , 
and took 2 poles and pull d 
'em our, with what Strength he 
cou'd; while ſome, on their Knees 
imploring, beſought him to hold 
his Hand. But when they ſaw him 
tottering, they cry d out, Will 
none venture 0n him ? A bold Eng- 
liſh cry'd, Tes, if be were the De- 
vil ; ( taking Courage when he 
ſaw him almoſt Dead) and ſwea- 
ting a horrid Oath for his fare- 
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well to the World; he ruſh'd on 
Ceſar, with his Arm'd Hand mer 
him ſq tairly, as ſtuck him to the 
Heart, and he fell Dead ar his 
Feet. 7 »{canfſecing that, cry d out, 
I love thee.oh Czfar ; and therefore 
will not let thee Ihe, if poſſible : 
Ang, running to him, took him 
11 his Arms ; but, at the ſame 
time, warding a Blow that Ceſar 
made at his Boſom, he rcceiv'd 
It "ap through his Arm ; and 
Ceſar |: VIDS not the Str ength 0 
pluck the Knife forth, though 
hc attcmpred 1t, Tuſcan 05: 
pull d it out himfclt, nor ſuffer'd 
Ir to be pulld our ; but came 
down with it ſticking in his Arm; 
and the reaſon he gave for it 
was, becanſe the Air ſhou'd not 
2Cct into the Wound : They put 
ther Hands a-croſs, and carricd 
C #ſar 
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Ceſar bcorween Six of 'em , fain- 
red as lic was; and they thought 
D.ad, or juſt Dying ; and they 
brought him to Parham,and laid 
him on a Couch, and had the 
Ciururgeon 1imnicdiately to him, 
who dreſt his Wounds,and fow'd 
up his Belly, and us'd means to 
bring him to Lite, which they 
effected. We ran all to ſee him; 
and, 1f before we thought him 
ſo beautitul a Sight, he was now 
ſo alter'd, that his Face was like 
a Deaths Head black'd over ; 
nothing but Tecth, 'and Eye- 
holes : For ſome Days we ſuf- 
fer'd no body to ſpeak to him, 
but cauſed Cordials to be pou- 
red down his Throat, which ſu- 
tained his Life; and in fix or 
ſeven Days he recover d his Sen- 


{cs : For, you muſt know, that 
Wounds 
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Wounds are almoſt to a Miracle 
curd 1n the Þndies;unleſs Wounds 
in the Legs, which rarely ever 
CUrc. 
When he was well enough to 
ſpeak, we talk'd to him; and 
ask'd him ſome Queſtions about 

his Wife, and the Reaſons why he 
 kilfd her; and he then told us 
what I have related of that Reſo- 
lution, and of his Parting ; and 
he beſought us, we would ler 
him Dye, and was extreamly Aft- 
Aicted tro think it was poſſible he 
might Live ; he afſur'd us, if we 
did not Diſpatch hun, he wou'd 
prove very Fatal to a great ma- 
ny. We ſaid all we cou'd to 
make him Live, and gave him 
new Aſſurances ; but he begg d 
we wou d not think fo poorly of 


him, or of his love to Imoinda, T0. 
1ma- 
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imagine we cou'd Flatter him to 
Life again ; but the Chirurgeon 
aſſur'd him, he cou'd not Live, 
and therefore he need not Fear. 
We were all (but Ceſar) afflicted 
at this News ; and the Sight was 
gaſhlv ; his Diſcourſe was fad ; 
and the carthly Smell about him 
ſo ſtrong, that I was pci!waded 
to leave the Place for ſome time ; 
(being my ſelt- but Sickly, and 
very apt to fall into Fits of dan- 
gerous Ilincſs upon any cxtraor- 
dinary Mclancholy ) the Ser- 
vants, and 7refry, and the Chi- 
rurgcons , promisd all ro take 
what poſlible care they cou'd of 
the Lite of Ceſar; and I, taking 
Boat, went with other Company 
to Colonel Martins, about thre: 
Days Journy down the River ; 
but I was no ſooner gon,but the 

Governor 
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in the other World, that he was 
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| Governor taking Trefry , about 


ſome pretended earneſt Buſineſs, 
a Days Journy up the River ; 

having communicated his De- 
{12n to ons Baniſter, a wild Iriſh 
Man, and one of the Councl 
a Fe.ivw of avfolute Barbarity, 
and fit to execute any Villany, 
but was Rich. He came up to 
Parham, and forcibly took C xſar, 
and had him carried to the ſame 
Poſt where be was Whipd; and 
cauſing him to be ty d to 1t, and 
a grcat Fire made before him, 
he told him, he ſhoud Dye like 
1 Dog, as he was. Ceſar replied, 
this was the firit piece of Bravery 
that cver Baniſter did ; and he 
never ſpoke Sence till he pro- 
nounc'd that Word ; and, 1t he 
wou'd keep 1t, he wou'd declare, 


the 
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the only Man, of all the Whates, 
that ever he heard ſpeak Truth. 
And turning to the Men that 
bound him, he ſaid, My Friends, 
am I to Dye, or to be Whip d? And 
they cry'd, Whip 4! no, you ſhall 
liGore fo-welt Bilan then 
replied, ſmiling, A Bleſſing on 
thee; and aſlur'd them, they need 
not tyc im, for he wou'd ſtand 
fixt, like a Rock; and indure 
Death fo as ſhou'd encourage 
them to Dye. But if you Whip 
me, ſaid he, be ſure you tye me 
faſt. 

He had learnd to take To- 
baco : and when he was aſlur'd 
he ſhould Dye, he defir'd they 
would give him a Pipe 1n his 
Mouth, ready Lighted , which 
they did ; and the Exccutioner 


came, and firſt cut off his Mem- 
Crs, 


- Iu _ —_ _ 
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bers, and threw them into the 
Fire; atter that , with an 11[-fa- 
vourcd Knife, they cut his Ears, 
and his Noſe, and burn'd them : 
he ſtill Smoak'd on, as if nothing 
had touchd him ; then they 
hack'd off one of his Arms, and 
ſtill he borc up, and held his 
Pipe ; bur at the cutting off the 
other Arm, his Head ſunk, and 
his Pipe drop'd ; and he gave up 
_ the Ghoſt, without a Groan, or 
a Reproach My Mother and 
Siſter were by him all the whule, 
but not ſufferd to ſave him; 
 ſorudeand wild were the Rabble, 
and ſo inhumane were the Juſti- 
ces, who ſtood by to ſee the Ex- 
ecution, who after paid dearly 
enough for their Infolence. They 
cut Caſar in Quarters, and ſent 


them to ſeveral of the chief 
Plan- 
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Plantations : One Q 1arter was 
ſent to Coloncl] 4 :iir, who 
refus'd it; and ſworz, he ad 
rather ſce the Qi11Mters of | 2- 
niſter, and the Governor hin: _.., 
than thoſe of Ceſar, on his F..2- 
tations ; and that he cou'd go- 
vern his Negroes without Terri- 
fying and Grieving them with 
frighttul Spectacles of a mang[Fd 
King. 

Thus Dy'd this Great Man; 
worthy of a better Fate , and a 
more ſublime Wit than mine to 
write his Praiſe ; yet, I hope, the 
Reputation of my Pen 1s conſi- 
derable enough to make his Glo- 
rious Name to ſurvive to all 
Ages; with that of the Brave, 
the Beautiful, and the Conſtant 
Imoinda. 


FINTS. 


